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And the things that thou haſt beard of a me, 


among many witneſſes, the ſame commit 


thou to faithful men, who FO be able t +2 
teach others alſo. . 


Els ſecond 1 Eile, to the E 
nangeliſt Timothy, was written 
but little before the death of the 


CREE departurt out of this world was 
it hand when he wrote it, 2 Tim. iv. 6, And 
knowing, that he muſt ſhortly put off this Ta- 
| bernacle, he endeavours, that after his deceaſe 
Timothy might have thoſe things in remem- 
brance, that might both direct and encourage 


Apoſtie Paul, the time of whoſe 


| him in the Work whereto he had been called, 


and wherein he had been many years engaged. 
And this endeavour of the Apoſtle's was the 
more ſeaſonable and neceſſary, not only on 
the account of his own approaching Death, 
vhich may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to damp 
and diſhearten Timothy, but alſo on account 
be of the great — of tac Profeſſors of 
3 Chri- 


2 ) 
3 — yea and the general 
rim. ß. Apoſtacy of thoſe in A/ia &, where 


oe Timothy | is ſuppoſed to reſide : For if all there 
bad turned away from the Apoſtle Paul, and. 


had deſerted and forſaken him, who had been 
eminently uſeful in preaching the Goſpel, and 


T9 ſpreading Chriſtianity,it may well be preſumed, 
that they had deſerted the very Faith that the 


Apoſtle preached, and caſt off the Authority 
of the Maſter whom he ſerved: For if he 
who deſpiſeth the Miniſters of Chriſt deſpiſeth 
Chriſt himſelf, ſurely he who 8 and 
turns away from the moſt faithful, painful, 
ſucceſsful Apoſtle of our Lord and Saviour, 
does deſert and turn away from Chriſt himſelf, 
whoſe Apoſtle and Embaſſador he is, a | whom 
he had not only authorized, 1 nade a 
| Miniſter of the Goſpel, but had publickly own'd, 


and that in every place, to which he went, 


| preaching the Goſpel. Now when Paul was 


| | deſerted, Timothy could not but be diſcoura- 


ged; but to animate him in his work, and en- 


courage him to go on, the Apoſtle does ex- 
hort bind to ſtir up the gift of God that was 


in bim, and to hold faſt what Was committed 


N to him, and hold on in doing the work of 
an Evangeliſt, and fulfil his Miniſtry in ſuch 


an evil day, when there was more need of 
the greateſt diligence in both the parts of his 


f c Office; which are, 1. a, Faithful Preaching 


the Goſpel himſelf, and, 2. a Careful Commit. 


| ” ting the Goſpel to others: concerning the for- 
mer of h Ren 1 ſeveral directions in 
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« 
"a & 


33 — . „ „ — 


1 


0 3 7 
a as well as in "his former Epiſtle; but the 
words in the Text contain his advice or ex- 
hortation about the latter. _ 

The words themſelves are introduced with 
an. carneſt call to Timothy, to be ſtrong in the 
Grace, that is in Chriſt Feſus ; well knowing, 
that in ſuch a ſeaſon as that was, without 
ſtrength from Chriſt, he would have but lit- 


tle heart, either to preach the Goſpel himielf, 


or to ſet apart, and ſend forth others to call 
Men to believe, when many, who had made 
a fair profeſſion of the Faith, were actually 5 


gone off from it. 


In the words of the Text we W 1. A De- 


ſeription of the Work of Ordination, or (et- 
ting Men apart to the Work of the Miniſtry; _ 
St. Paul lets it forth to be, a Committing = 


Perſons what Timothy had heard of him a- 
mong many. Witneſſes. II. We have the Cha- 

ratter of thoſe who are to be ordained, they 
muſt be Faithful Men, who ſhall be able to 
teach others a. I ſhall 1 ee 5 


each of theſe. 


x Hate! is the Work of „n 22 


2 s ſet forth to bea Commit ting what Timo- 
thy had heard from the Apoſtle before, or 
among many. Wi tneſſes. We cannot be at Gn 


loſs to know what the Apoſtle means by the 


things that Timothy had heard from al 
he could hear nothing but what Paul preach'd : 


and he preach' d nothing but Chriſt, 1 Cor. 1. 


r * * 1 and Chap, b it. 2. 8 


1 


4. 1 | 

he fays, I tore not to know any thi 
among you, ſave Feſus Chriſt and him cruct- 
fed. It is then the Goſpel, the glad tidings 
of great Joy to all People, even the good 
| News of 4 Saviour Chriſt the Lord, Luke ii. 
ir Nn Goſpel, that Timothy heard 
of Paul, ni that was What he was ſer apart 
to, Rom. i. 1. and preaching this Goſpel is 
the Work 50 was expreſſly, and eſpecially ſent 
about, 1 Cor. i. 17. Chriſt ſent me not 10 bap. 
tige, but to preach the Goſpel ; that is, ' bapti- 
Sing was not his only, or his principal Work, 


but he was eſpecially ſent to - $7 the eyes of 
the poor blind Gentiles, and to turn them 


: from A to light, and from the pow- 


pp. er of Satan unto God, Acts xxvi. 17, 18. and 
this is done only by the Preaching of the 


8 Goſpel, which is the means of calling Men out 


— of Darkneſs into marvellous Light. 
Let us therefore, in handling this Account 


K Ordination, particularly enquire, 1. What 

that Goſpel i; is, that is committed to perſons, 

when they are ordained. 2. What is that 
| Committing of this Goſpel, that is the x princi- 
3 pal buſineſs in Ordination. 


1. What is the Goſpel, Agde this 
7 5 Agar, or injunction of the Apoſtle, is 


to be committed to men, when they are ſo- 
5 lemnly ſet apart, to the work of the Miniſtry ? 
It is here (aid to be that which Timothy heard 
from the Apoſtles mouth, in the preſence of 
many witneſſes. It is what the Apoſtle did 

. FN and thezeſore ſurely he could 


9 SY Hot 


# 
/ 


I; N 0 s ** 
not be aſhamed, or afraid of its being general - 
ly known; but, on the contrary, did carneſtly 
deſire, and ;nduſtriouſly endeavour, that it might 

be publiſhed to the very ends of 5 
the Earth *, and preached to every n. in an. 
Creature under Heaven f. This 
he preach'd in all places whither- 
ſoever. he came, even from Jeruſalem, round, 45 
bout to IIlyricum, as he himſelf docs in 
| ſhort. deſcribe his very long Jour- : 
| ney. ||. per ng 
Wecan have no better way to know, what ths 
| Goſpel Paul preached, than to attend to the 
Account that is given of it, either by him- 
ſelf-in his Epiſtles, or by his Companion 
| St. Luke,in the Acts of the Apoſtles : And they 
both give us ſuch an account of the matter, 
that we clearly ſee it was What Chriſt charged 
the eleven, after his Reſurrection from the 
: dead (and therefore not long before his Aſ- 
Lending up into Heaven) to preach to all Man- 
„kind: See only the Evangeliſt Mark's account 
t of this matter, Chap. xvi. 15, 16. Chriſt ſaid 
s the Eleven, Go ye into all the world, and | 
preach the Bop to every creature: He thit | 


| Col, 2j. 175 


C) Rom. xv. i 9. 0 


s Lulieveth, and is baptized, ſhall be A 1 
sand he that believeth not, ſhall be damned. | 
This was what Chriſt commanded to be — 
? I preached by all his Apoſtles, and this is what =» | 
d W we are fully aſſured was carefully and con-- |} 
f ſtantly preached by Paul, as much, yea —_—. 

4 than by any other Apoſtle, both in publick: - 

d and e to ſmaller or greater numbers, 3 

It 


59 ( (6 ) 
as he had opportunity; to the Jeu, a8 long 


3 Church at Epheſus, which is recorded by 
n. 18, and following Verſes, ſut- 
= ficiently ſets forth the matter, as well as the 
manner of the Apoſtle's preaching 5 he faith to 


i as they would hear him, and afterward to the 7 
[ Gentiles, as long as he lived. He labour i, 
[ more abundantly than all the other Apoſtles, WW ; 
1 and all to ſet forth the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as e 
i the only Perſon fit to be believed in, and the 
| only one that Sinners may lately apply to tor i | 
I Salvation. He, when in priton at Philippi, . 
* tells his cruel Jailer, who had treated him moſt N 
barbarouſly, that if he would believe in the Ne 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he ſhould be Saved, Acts Nc 
| Xvi. 31, And all his preaching, in all places, WW d 
| Was to bring Men to true Faith in Chriſt, M 
| which is always accompanied with true Repen- n 
=: tance,and does always produce new Obedience. o 
Ihe Apoſtle's Speech to the Elders of the te 
{| 


them, v. 20, I kept back nothing that was 8 G 
pProſftable unto you, %% e, to the eus, 
and alſo to the Greeks, Repentance toward MG 
| EY God, and Faith toward our Lord Jeſus C 
| Chriſt; and afterwards, v. 26, 27. he ſolemn- 24 
I y appeals to them, Wherefore, 1 take you o b 
ll record this day, that I am pure from the N v 
=. blood of F all men, for I have not ſhunned to v. 

TS acclareuntoyouallt the counſel of God. And if b. 
twW.)othis account of his conſtant. Practice atEphe- b) 
mus, we add what he declares to be his fe Pur. o. 
Meat Corinth, 1 Epiſt. ii. 2. Where he laith, Ide. hi 
3 Fermined not to know * thing among you, ſuve a 


=_— e ch Jeſu 


. 3 
Teſs Chriſt and him crucified ; 5 we ſhall clear: 
ſee, not only in the general, that it was 
5 Goſpel that Paul preached, but alſo that 
it FO the whole Geſßeln and unn but the 
c 19 It was the Goſpel, or the way to ever⸗ 
r Aung Bleſſedneſs, by the ſecond Adam, . 
„ cording to the Covenant of Grace; which is 


| vaſtly. differcnt from the Law.. or the way. to 1 
be everlaſting Bleſſedneſs by the firſt Adam, acc 


ts cording ro .the Covenant of Works, How 
Ss, distant and different the Covenant of Works, 
t, and the Covenant of Grace, are from each o- 
1- ther, the Apoſtle ſets forth in many places 
e. of ſeveral of his Epiſtles ; particularly, thoſe 
ic to the Romans and Galatians, whence we 


may argue an utter inconſiſtency, and dire& 


if. contrariety between being juſtified by the Law - 


nc and the Goſpel, which is often called Grace, = 


to becauſe. the principal thing, treated of in the 
as Goſpel, is the Grace of God. 
„ - (2.) It is h whole Goſpel, all the Counſel of bes 
God. whole infinite Wiſdom contrived the. 
Covenant of Grace, and whole exact Juſtice 


n- and boundleſs Mercy approved of it, and were 
to both of them entirely pleaſed and ſatisfied, 

he with it, that this ſhould be the way of deli: 
to vering finful Men from endleſs. Miſery, and 
I if bringing them to everlaſting Bleſſedneſs; even 

he i by his own cternal Son, who is the Author 


of eternal Salvation to all them that obey 

him: God himſelf having ſet him forth to ble 

4 ee for Sin, thrones Faith, 5 bis 
004, | 


(8) 

Bla," to ens" his "Righteouſneſs for the 
remiſſion of Sins, Rom. iii. 25: This Feſus, 
EY which is the only name under Heaven, given 

among Men, by whom we muſt be ſaved (ax 

Peter tells us, Acts iv. 12.) the Apoſtle of the 


| Gentiles ſets forth to be over all God bleſſed 
* for ever, Rom. ix. 5. and the only Mediator 


| between God and Man, 1 Tim. ii. 5. and 
Able to ſave tothe uttermoſt. all who come to 
God by him, Hebr. vii. 25. being a Prophet 


le to Moſes, and a Prieſt after the Order 


of Melchiſedec, and a King, who cometh in 
the name of the Lord; whom our Apoſtle 


55 proclaimeth to be he bleſſed and only Poten- 


ate, the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
1 Tim. vi. 15. It is not to be ſuppoſed, 
but that in all Places, to which he came, 


ne made the ſame Proclamation of Pardon, 
that he did at Antioch in Piſidia, where 


he cries out in his Sermon, Acts Kili. 38, 
39. Be it known unto you, that through this 


muan is 1 e to you the forgiveneſs of 


ne, and by him all who believe are juſtified 
from all Rar from which they could not 
be juſtified by the Law of Moſes. And all 
who are juſtified by Faith in Chriſt, without 


the Deeds of the Law, are ſanfified by the 
ſame Faith, Acts xv. 9. xxvi. 18. He being 
made of Cod to all that are by Faith united 
co him, and intereſted in him, Miſdom, Righ- 
oa po ai Fer Koop ih and Redemption, 
r In a word, all the Doctrines 


- that are to te Landa and all the Duties, 


; 
/ 
a 
| 
[4 


r x 


_ 9 a. 
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1 9) 
that are to be peefolmed, and all the Or di. 
nances that are to be adminiſtred, and all the 


Officers that are to be employed, and all the 
| Diſcipline that is to be exerciſed in the Chri- 
ſtian Church, are made known to us by the 

| Apoſtle, who kept back win that Was mw 
far, Acts xx. 20. 


3. It is nothing but the Goſpel. What our 


Apoſtle preached is as Peter calls it, 1 Pet. 
| li. 2. the ſincere Milk of the Word, &PoAov e 
5, not at all adulterated, or diluted. He 
does not mingle our own good Works with _ 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, nor join our Obe. 
| dience with his, in our Juſtification, | as that 
for which we are accounted righteous in the 
light of God, who is the Nate of all the 
Earth, who cannot but do right, and is Fuff, 
even when he Juſtifieth him who believeth 
in Jeſus, Rom. iii. 26. It is only in Chrift, 
| who was made Sin for us, that we are made 
the Righteouſneſs of God, 2 Cor. v. 21. By 
the deeds of the Law no Th 
| ftified in the fight of God, Rom. iii. 20. 


fleſh ſhall be ju. 


though without the deeds of the Law, no Man | 


is, or ought to be juſtified in the ſight of Man. 
If Men are to judge us, we cannot be juſtified 


only by our Faith, which is in the Heart (and 
therefore out of their fight) but with them, 


we muſt be juſtified . Works, and not x ] 
Faith only, Jam. ii. And the Apoſtle © | 
Paul, who! docs OT exclude the obe- 


dience of Chriſtians from having any hand 


in ern the pardon. of our Sins, aq 3 2 


right and title to everlaſting Bleſſedneſs, or be. 
ing any part of the Righteouſneſs, for which 
We are juſtified in the ſight of God, does as 
zealouſly preſs and exhort them to a moſt ex. 
act obedience to the Law, and to mind 
whatſoever things are true, honeſt, juſt, pure, 
lovely, and of good report, Philip. iv. 8. and 
not only to render to all their due s, Rom. 
xiii. 7. but expreſly declares, IR, i. 11, 12. 
that the Grace of God, i. e. the Goſpel of 
Cbriſt, which bringeth Salvation, hath ap- 
y peared to all men, teaching us, that deny- 
ing ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould 
tive ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in 1 5 
preſent world.. Wherever the Goſpel does 
not only rev cal and offer, but really bring ſal- 
vation, men are effectually taught, and actu- 
ally engaged by it, to eſchew evil and do good, 
to foxſake ſin and work righteouſneſs, to aban- 
don all impiety and exerciſe themſelves unto 
dodlineſs, and that in ſo very eminent and 


i obſervable. a manner, that the Goſpel itſelf, 
which is the inſtrument or means of this is 
thereby adorned. The Goſpel which Paul 
preached was a Doctrine according to godli 
4%, 1 Tim. vi. 3. and let none dare to ima- 
gimne that the Apoſtle docs any thing contrary 
to his own caution againſt corruprneſs in Doc 
Trine, Tit. ii. 7. when he does in the 8th 
Verle of the 3d Chapter, ſay to Titus, This 
is a faithful ſaying, and theſe things I will 
that thou affirm conſtantly, that they who 
8 have believed in God EW. be careful to 


tw) 


os maintain 


. | 4+ a 
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0 11 5 
maintain (i. ce to ſome, to ſupport the 
honour, and raiſe the credit of) good works. 
Theſe things are good and profitable unto 
men: And ſuch things only our Apoſtle did 
teach and exhort, avoiding not only any thing 
that was hurtful and pernicious, but every 
thing that was unprofitable and vain. _ 
Now this Goſpel, which St. Paul preached, 


Timothy is ſaid; in our Text, ro have heard, 
among many Witneſſes;by which expreſſion the 
| Apoſtle-may be thought to deſign the exciting 


Timothy to greater diligence and care, or the 
animating him with greater courage and bold- . 
neſs, in committing the Goſpel to others; for 


all thoſe many Witneſſes heard and approved 


what the Apoſtle had ſpoken, and knew alſo 
that Timothy had been acquainted and entruſt- 
ed with the ſame. But who theſe Witneſſes 
are, is not unanimouſly agreed by expoſitors ; 


ſome think we ſhould cd) it by many Witneſ- 1 


ſes, and then they ſuppoſe, that the Apoſtle, 
by the many Witneſſes here ſpoken of, muſt 
mean either, 1. the many Miracles, that he 


was empowered to work, for the confirmation 
of the Doctrine which he taught, or rather, 
2. the many Miniſters whom Timothy had 
heard preach in ſeveral Places; peradventure 
ſome of the other Apoſtles, and alſo many of 
the five hundred Brethren who had ſeen Chriſt, _ 
after he was riſen from the dead, and that at 
one and the ſame time, and therefore were 
all of them unexceptionable Witneſſes of 
Stein reſurrection. Andi it may be preſumed, 


F nat, 


7 * 


(12) 

that moſt, if not all of them, did preach that 
Feſus, who was delivared for our Offences, 

þ and was raiſed again for our Fu- 
ſtification *; they having been ad- 
© mitted to ſee Chriſt after his Reſurrection 
from the dead, which the Apoſtle tells us, 


Rom. iv. 2 5. 


Nom. viii. 34. has a peculiar influence on the 


| juſtification of all that believe. 
There are others who think, that the many 
2, Witneſſes, among whom T; imothy heard the 


1 Goſpel, are thoſe Who were the Apoſtles hear- 


ers, at the ſame times and places that Timothy 
attended on Paul preaching : But ſome ſup- 
poſe, that in the Primitive, Apoſtolical Age, 
as well as in later times, when Men were or- 
dained to preach the Goſpel, eſpecially if an 
5 Apoſtle was preſent, and preſided in the Pref: 
bytery, the ſeveral principal Articles of our 
Chriſtian Faith, and the fundamental Doctrines 
of the Goſpel, were propounded by the Preſi, 
dent, and the Perſon to be ordained did an- 
ſwer in the affirmative, when he was ask d 


whether he believed it: And theſe think that 


the whole Aſſembly that were preſent at Ti. 
' mothys Ordination, and heard him declare 
his belief of the Doctrines, which the Apo- 
file then mentioned, are the many Witneſſes 
that are intended in our Text; and this re- 
ceives ſome confirmation or countenance from 
I Tim. vi. 12. where the Apoſtle tells Timo: 
thy, that he had profeſſed à good profeſſi Non 
before many witneſſes: for inalmuch as it i 
6 vot l to ee that thele words refer to 
5 ths 


1) 


the confeſſion of Faith that Timothy made at 


his Baptiſm, for Acts xvi. 1. intimates, that he 
was a Diſciple, and therefore alſo baptized, ' 
before the Apoſtle had any knowledge of him; 
and if ſo, then we may be led more. caſily to 
believe, that the good f̃rofeſſion, in the pre- 
ſence of many Witneſſes, was made at his Or- 
dination, to the uſeful, and at that time vey. 
| neceflary office of an Evangeliſt. . 
2. What is the Committing the Goſpel 3 
| others, which is here intended by the Apoſtle 

| in this charge to Timothy? There is a twofold 
| committing of the Goſpel to others, which 
are both of them the work and duty of the 

| Miniſters of Chriſt, and which are alſo both of 
| them very properly expreſſed by. . 
the * Ereet Word that is here eee. 1 

| made uſe of in the Text. . 


(..) There is a delivering the mar of God, 5 


and a declaring the mind of God t any, who 

| are met together to hear for their own perſo- 
nal inſtruction and improvement: this is what 

the Miniſters of Chriſt do, whenever they preach 

the Goſpel ; for thoſe who are Paſtours of 
| Chriſt's Flock, according to his heart, do feed 
| the people with knowledge and underſtanding, 
and their preaching to the Flock is a ſetting = 
| before them what is proper food for their _. - 
ritual nouriſhment, | that they grow and im- 
prove in knowledge and grace, in wiſdom and 
ſtrength, for performing all the duties of 
Chriſtianity; and Ang all the difficul- 


ties, 


In and work. 


„ Sa men in order to their reathing and in- 


to be, in an eſpecial manner, cared for, pro- 


PE {& 14 
(les, and withdtanding all the enemies the 
4 Chriſtian is liable to meet with. And thus te 
the original word muſt be underſtood, when W®! 
we meet with it in ſeveral places of the New 5 
Teſtament, particularly Mark viii. 6, 7. in 4 
which two Verſes this word occurs three times, G 
and is always very fitly and properly rendered k 
ſetting food before Men. And if we take the at 
word in this ſenſe, it does not unaptly deſcribe ! 
the preaching of the Goſpel, which is one prin. A 
cipal part of a Miniſter's work, and ſhould be | © 
ſo managed, that the people may take in the 
truths delivered to them, to as by them to be 
nouriſn d in every part of the new Creature, 
to grow in all the graces of the Spirit, and 
to abound more and more in N your word 


43) There is 2 + Aube the Goſpel unto 


ſtructing others, by preaching it unto them, 
that they may be thereby brought to know and 

| believe, andlove, and obey it, that they may 

be ſaved by it. This is the committing the 
word of God, chat is here eſpecially intended; 
in this ſenſe the word is uſed in other Places 
in the New Teſtament, particularly when it is 
render'd by the word Commend, as it is, Acts 
xx. 32. where the Apoſtle ſays, I commend you 
T0 God, &c. where we muſt underſtand him to 
mean the putting them into the hand of God, 


tected, preſerved, and guided by him as his 
5 peculiar charge. Thus is the Goſpel commit- 
ted 


(rs) 


ted to Men; when they are ſeparated and ſer 

apart tO the work of the Miniſtry : the Goſpel. 

is committed to them as a fruſt. Thus the 

Apoſtle tells us, 1 Tim. i. 11. the glorious 

| Goſpel of the bleſſed God was committed to 

his truſt : And he charges Timothy, 1 Tim. vi. 

20. fo keep that which was committed to his 

| truſt. And ſo every Miniſter is, at his Ordi- 

| nation, entruſted with the whole Goſpel, to 

take the greateſt care of the W Duties, 

and Ordinances thereof. b 

| [1.] The Dockrines of 1 the Goſpel a are com- 

| mitted to his truſt. Theſe he is to open and 

| explain to others, as far as the Scripture docs 

| unfold to him, the great Truths that are laid 

down in the word of. God. A great deal of 

care and pains muſt be taken in ſearching the 

| Scriptures, in order to a right e e 

| and explaining the Doctrines there taught; but 

he muſt alſo take care not to endeavour, yea 

| (and as * one learned Man expreſſes it) not 

| to deſire to be wiſe above what is written; 

but to ſet forth in order what is contained in 

the Scriptures. He is likewiſe to evince the 
truth of thoſe Doctrines, proving out of the 

divinely inſpired writings, that theſe things 

are true, and therefore muſt be believed. And 

| his care of the Doctrines of that Goſpel which 

is committed to him, muſt extend to the main- © 
taining $ and defending BA. againſt the violent 5 


1 Neſeire alt, dun e Wl maximus s docere 1 non a val, 
8 erudita inſcitia ern . 5 


v 
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and univerſal oppoſition, that Doarines Which 
ate according to godlincſs, cannot but meet 
with in an . ungodly world. What the Jew 
ſaid to Paul, Acts xxviii. 22. Chriſtianity i; 


every where ſpoken againſt, might with truth 


be ſaid in every ſucceeding generation. There 
have been deſpiſers, oppoſers and gainſayer, 
of the Goſpel in every age; and anſwers muſt 
be fetch'd out of the word of God to the ma. 
ny objections of Men, who oppoſe the Truth 
which Miniſters are ſet to defend, Philip. i. 1). 
endeavouring to convince gainſayers, and to 
ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh Men. And 
inaſmuch as Men who will be ſaved, muſt re- 
cCeive not only the light, but he love of the 
Truth, 2 Theſſ. ii. 10. a Miniſter muſt endea- 
vour to bring Men to be ſuitably affected with 
the Doctrines of the Goſpel, and not only to 
believe them as true, but alſo to love them as 
good. And ſeeing Truth is not only to be 
known, believed and loved, but alſo to be 
done, according to John iii. 21. and our Sa- 
viour faith, John xiii. 17. 1f ye know theſe 


things, happy are ye if ye do them; it muſt 


be the endeavour of a Miniſter to make ſuch 


- application of the Truths of the Goſpel, that 
their hearers may be doers of the Word, that 
their lives may be influenced by what they 


now, and believe of the e e Doctrines 
: of the Goſpel. 
314, Duties of the Goſpel arc what Mi 


5 niſters are to be very careful about; as Chi. 


Hans they themſelyes are bound to the 1 
wy 3 lat, 


5 f g 2 , : 1 3 - 0 = : . 2 * 8 


Fel en) 


regilaty* exemplary petformanee thereof in 


their own private capacity; but as Mini ſtor s, 
they are to take particular care, that thoſe o- 


ver whom they are ſet, ſhould have their con- 
verſation as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
which teacheth Men ſobriety, righteouſneſs and 

godlineſs, and calleth us to walk circumſpect- 


ly, not as fools, but as wiſe, providing things 


honeſt in the ſicht of all Men; departing from | 
| "iniquity, - abſtaining from "all appearance of 
evil, hating even the garment ſported: by the _ 
fleſh, flecing all worldly luſts, and following == 


after righteouſneſs, faith, charity, peace with 


them who call on the Lord out of a pure bo 
heart; | reſiſting! the fleſh, world, and devil, 
fighting the good fight of Faith, and ſerving 


the Lord from a principle of love, and with- ; 


out {laviſh fear, in holineſs and righteouſhels 5 


before him. 5 
Theſe and all the other parts and branches 
of practical Chriſtianity, mentioned in the 


. Goſpel, are committed to Miniſters, - to take 7 | 


care that their people be inſtructed in the na- 


ture, perſuaded of the neceſſity, and engaged 


in the practice of them, and that with the free- 


dom and delight which are agreeable to the 
| Goſpel, or New-Teſtament diſpenſation ; and 


on ſuch motives," and for ſuch uſes, and with 
ſuch views as the Goſpel does direct, deſign- 


ing the pleaſing and glorifying of their heaven- 
ly Father, the adorning the Doctrine of Chriſt - 
their Saviour, and their own advancement in 


holineſs, herein lies the meetneſs to be par- 
. 0 e takers ; 


„ 4. oe 
takers of the incorruptible, undefiled inhe. 
ritance. 
43); The. Ordinances of the Goſpel are 
committed to Miniſters at their Ordination. 
The preaching of the Word, the adminiſtring 
of the Sacraments of the New-Teſtament, 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, and the exer- 
ciſe of the government of the Church, which 
dur Lord Jeſus: Chriſt, the Head and King of 
the Church, hath inſtituted, are put into their 
hands; and in all theſe they are to act accord- 
ing to the Authority that they have received, 
and by the Rules, that are preſcribed. for edifica- 
tion, and not for deſtruction. They muſt in- 
ſtruct the ignorant, excite. the indolent, and 
rebuke the diſobedient, and that with all Au. 
| Fhority, Tit. ii. 15. They are carefully and 
_ conſcientiouſly to preach, rightly dividing the 
| word of God, giving to every one that part 
or portion, which does of right belong to 
them; and proceed according to the Goſpel 
rule in their admiſſion to, and in 
of the Sacraments, carefully obſerving how, 
and to whom they apply the Seals of the Co- 
venant of Grace ; and fixedly regarding the 
-Honour of Chriſt and the Salvation of Souls 
in all Church-Cenſures, which are for the re- 
_ chiming thoſe that wander out of the way of 
_ Holineſs, and the deterring of others from the 
like deviations; and the reſtoring, preſerving 
and promoting that Piety and Purity which 
. ought en to be in the nn of Chriſt. 


I. The 


0 19 \ 


n. The ſecond thing contained in the Text 


js, The Character of the Perſons who ate to be 
ordained ; they muſt be Faithful Men, who 


ſhall be able to teach others; it is only to 


| ſuch that the Apoſtle allows and direQs the 
Goſpel to be committed as a Truſt. Two 
things are here mentioned, as very neceſſary qua- 
| lifications of thoſe, who are ordained or ſet apart 
to be Miniſters of the Goſpel ; 1. They muſt be 
= Faithful; 2. They muſt be able to teach others. 
1. They muſt be Faithful, which contains 
two things in it, (r.) That they themſelves 
believe the Goſpel that they are to preach to 
others, (2.) That they are perſons of truth and 
delity, 7 gbtneſs and honeſty in their diſ- 
penſing the Goſpel. Both theſe ſenſes the ori: 
ginal word Tic-os does err contain, 5 53 
And both are certainly intended in 
thoſe places where Paul *, Timo- 1 
thy, Dehicus ||, and Epaphras It, #1Cori iv. 17. e 
are ſaid to be faithful Miniſters. ] Eph. vi. 21. 
(..) They muſt believe the Goſpel 
a themſelves, and that not only with . 
what is ſometimes called a dogmatical Faith, 
which goes no farther than a Man's bearing 8 
hand, or being of opinion that the Goſpel is 
true, and believing it no otherwiſe than we 
do any other hiſtory, that we judge to be true, 
and not 4 mere Fable or Romance; but alſo 
With a Faith that is of the operation of God, 
'a realizing Faith, which is the ſabſtance of — 
oP — for, and the ee of n . 


D 2 I not 


*1Tim-i, 12. e 
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620) 
not ſeen: ſuch perſons are throughly per. 
ſuaded of the truth of the whole Goſpel, and 
with the whole Heart and Soul believe it. 
This Faith does influence their inward affec- 
tions and outward actions, and works by Love, 
ſo as that they live by Faith, and walk by 
Faith, acting ſo as others cannot but ſee, the 
things revealed in the Scriptures are the grea- 
teſt realities in their account, and do, with 
them, out weigh all the things that are ſeen. 

The former of theſe, though very different 
from, and vaſtly ſhort of — latter, cannot 
be where there is not a knowledge and undet- 
| ſtanding of what is contained in the Goſpel. 
Men cannot believe what they are ignorant 
of: And this knowledge being abſolutely ne- 
_. ceſlary i in order to Faith, and what upon ſtrict 
_ enquiry, we may come to a greater certainty 
of, becauſe it cannot be counterfeited, as Faith 
too caſily and too often is, may be more | nar- 
. rowly ſearched. into, and where competent 
knowledge is diſcerned, and a ſincere Faith 
profeſſed, and. where there is nothing in the 
Life and Converſation that does contradict and 
confute, or give the lye to that Profeſſion, 
there perſons are to be accounted faithful by 
men, who cannot certainly diſcern things 0 
inward and inviſible as Faith is. 5 

Indeed, Faith not only Hiſtorical, but Sax: | 
ing. is very neceſſary for a Miniſter, who is 
ſet apart to the Goſpel of God, and who 
is, ne the E 0 N and carneſinels, | 


» As Y 2 


<p TM 
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to perſuade men fo to believe in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as that they may be ſaved ; and they 
who are themſelves wiſe to Salvation, are moſt 
ſacere, and, in all likelihood, - will be moſt. 
„ſucceſsful in endeavouring to turn the diſobe- 
dent to the wiſdom of the juſt: yet as there 
ente, in our day eſpecially, but few that are 

- WM vingly converted, though they ſit under the 

1 Miniſtry of thoſe who cannot but be thought 

oo believe to the ſalvation of their own Souls 
t Wi we cannot but hope, that thoſe,” who are 
t Withemſclves in a ſtate of UNregencracy, may by 
the Sermons they preach, convert Sinners, as 

. Wthey do by the Sacraments they adminiſter, 
t edify Believers ; God being abſolutely at li- 
- Whberty to uſe what inſtruments he pleaſeth ; 
though it is not to be ſuppoſed, he will often, 
y Wit at all, raiſemen in this life to the honour = 
h of turning ſinners to Righteouſneſs, who ſhall 
- Wthcmſelves, in the next, be raiſed to ſhame 
t Wand cycrlaſting contempt. But whatever may 
be ſuppoſed or hoped of thoſe Miniſters, who 
e have a right notion of the way of Salvation 
d by Chriſt, and do ſhew it to others, though 

„ they do not walk in it themſclves; the Apo- 
die ſeems to intimate, 2 Tim. iii. 8, 9. that 

o Innen of corrupt minds, and reprobate concern- 
I the Faith, that is, as the margin renders 
„is men of no judgment, ſcandalouſly igno- = 
is rant, or groſſy erroneous, as to the faith of 

o Ihe Goſpel, will never do any good in the 
„ Church. They who know not the Way to - 
b Lite he Fanmor poli thew it to o- 

0 thers; 4 


. 5 


not eaſy to be ee It is therefore re- 
auiſite that Miniſters ſhould be faithful or be: 


ſel of God? If they do not believe what they iſ 


1 Aelf, it is a lye as it comes out of their mouths; 
__ .__ theſe unbelieving preachers turn the truth of 


3 a 1 1 John v. 10. 


hp inthe ſeveral parts of the miniſterial office 


. ) 
thers ; and they wh ſhew men a wrong 
way, will never ; bring them to the 


Mere it neceſſary to add any thing more, F 
=- prove the neceſſity of a right underſtanding | 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and the way to Heaven 
in Miniſters, we might conſider what God , 
ſaith by the Prophet Jeremy, concerning the 
preachers of that day, Jer. xxiii. 22. If they 
had ſtood in ny Counſel, and had cauſed m 
people to hear my words, then they ſpouli 
Have turned them from their evil way, ani © 
from the evil of their doings. The counſel 
of God muſt be ſtood in and inſiſted on, if c. 
ver ſinners are effectually converted; and how 
this can be done by thoſe Who do not at al 
believe, or tightly underſtand this Counſel, i 


| lieving, how elſe can they ſtand in this coun- 


preach, though what they preach is true in it 


8 God! into a lye, as every ünbeliever makes Gol | 


..) They muſt be Faithful, or r Juſt and! 
5 Honeſt : 3. they muſt be men of integrity and 
uprightneſs, and that eſpecially and eminent 


muyſteries of God, and it is required i in Kae 
OR TOP: 4 ed ara x Cor. iv. 1, 2 ˖ 


* 


Ide Miniſters of Chrift are ſtewards of f | 
t 
7 


(699 


J I the conõoh ordinary ſervants of men are 
in their places to ſbew all good fidelity, that 


ſchey may adorn the Doctrine of God our 


all the parts of their Miniſtry, - They muſt be 
faithful to their Lord and re in advan- 
cing his Honour, and enlargin 


And they are ſo, 


ſters in the ſtricteſt ſenſe ? Thoſe of them, 


W becauſe . Matth. XxV. 26, 


| Saviour, Tit. ii. 10. much more muſt the 
Servants of Chriſt ſhew all gbod: fidelity, in 


is Kingdom, 
and faithful to precious and immortal Souls, 
in promoting their converſion. and falvation. 


[.] When they employ all 1 talents in 
1 maſter's buſmeſs. We think the time 
and ſtrength of our ſervants are not theirs 
but ours, to be employed and ſpent in our 
ſervice, whenever we have any thing tor 

b them to do: And has not Chriſt as mich 3 
FE propriety in his ſervants, eſpecially his Mini. 


therefore, who would approve themſelves to _ 
be faithful, muſt employ all their health ane 
| ſtrengrh, and gifts, and parts, and learning, 1 
and time in their Maſter's ſervice, whenever he 
calls for them. They are ſet apart for this 
| ſervice, and muſt give themſelves whotly to... 
it, uſing every thing they have, in the work 
to which they are called. In the ſervice of 
Chriſt we are to take more eſpecial care not 
to be flothful, but fervent in ſpirit, doing 
| with our might, what our hand findeth to 46 1 
for our Maſter. A flothful ſervant can never 
be accounted a faithful one, but is pronounced 


12 4 When 


— —_ 


3 024 > # 
12. When they do the bank of their Mil tif) 
fer s will. They muſt fulſi their Miniſtry, gir 

Coloſſ. iv. 17. following \'the Lord Fully, a rc: 
Caleb is ſaid to have done, Numb. xiv. 24 Ar 
They muſt be careful to do all that is in. re 
cumbent on them; having the whole Goſpel] fo 
of Chriſt committed to; them, and being pa 


empowerd to adminiſter all the | Ordinan fai 
ces thereof. He is a faithful Chriſtian who] fa 


| conſcientiouſly ; obſerves - all the command Si 
_ Chriſt hath laid on him; ſo he 1 is a faithful al 
Miniſter, who hath a due reſpect to all thoſe pre. N or 
cCepts and injunctions that are eſpecially direct ri 
ed to thoſe who are in the Miniſtry, regulating H 


5 himſelf in his adminiſtring all the Ordinances G 
of the Goſpel, according to the mind of Chriſt, N c: 


back, nor rejecting any whom he ought to 


. teaching men to obſerve all, things, 


wn ® Mart, xxviii, 20, 


tdttings that are leſs diſpleaſing, and forbea 
any that are more irkſome or offenſive to a 
cCarnal mind, and corrupt inclination. There 


neither admitting any whom he ought to keep n 


admit. But inaſmuch as Preaching is a principal Þ 
part of the Miniſter's work, we "pantienlarl 
add in the next place, 


[z.] When they ſhew the whole counſel of 


whatſoever Chriſt has com- 

RE manded *, The Apoſtle faith, 
1 kept back nothing that WAS "$64. gt 

Acts xx. 20. They muſt not inſiſt only o 


is a great deal of ſelf-denial runs through the 
Whole Goſpel. A man cannot believe many 
5 on ow e Dorine of the Goſpel, if he will gra 
ns SOSA ; 1 1 tiff, 


to). ew, 

ty, and give ſcope to his own fancy and! ima- 
gination, and bring every thing to his corrupt 
reaſon, to be examined and cenſured there. 
And the whole of practical Chriſtianity is di- 
rectly contrary to Man's natural inclination; 
ſo that if a Miniſter in his preaching be princi- 
pally ſollicitous to pleaſe men, he cannot tea 
faithful ſervant of Chriſt, Galat. i. 10, A 


faithful Miniſter calls Men to repent of their 3 
Sins, and to believe in Chriſt, to renounce 


all righteouſneſs of their own, and reſt. only 


on the righteouſneſs of another, as the merito-- 


rious cauſe of pardon of Sin, and a title to 


Heaven. And faithfulneſs in preaching the 
| Goſpel does eminently appear in aſſerting and - 
evincing thoſe truths, that are eſpecially „ N 
nied, oppoſed, or doubted of in thoſe times | 


and places where a Miniſter lives, and by thoſe 


| perſons | among whom he labours ; and alſa 
in reproving the Sins that are committed, and 


preſſing the Duties that are neglected, where , 
he is more immediately concerned. Thus 5 5 


the Apoſtle Paul ſhew his faithfulneſs, | 


plainly appears by ſeveral of his Epiſtles. 


I might add further, under this part of a 
Miniſter's character, how he deals with parti- 


cular perſons, according to their ſeveral ne- 
ceſſities and capacities; but I procced to the 


Text. 
This i is Ste 1 Tim. iii. 2. and alſo in the 


24th Verſe of the eo ghd where our Text oY 
„ * 


other part of the Character laid down „ | 


1 7 hey | muſt be able to. reach dit alſo. TRE | 


Tt 26 

by a Biſhop' s, Or Miniſter's being apt fo teach, 
which contains in it ſeveral thing 25, which 
ſhall only juſt mention. 

"TE, 4 clear underſtanding of the PoBtide 
and Ditics he is to teach, and the place 
and order in which they ſtand : for if he is 
confuſed or cloudy in his own notions of 
them, he cannot be able or apt to teach o- 
A 
. infltuftive per ſhah ve way of hand. 
lng the Word of God, that he may inform the 
i Namen, and convince the conſcience, and 
__ the affections. 
3.) A prudent adapting his method and 
manner of preaching to the matter he inſiſteth 
upon, and to the people he preacheth to. 

(4.) An ability to expreſs himſelf in ſuch 
words, as may convey his true ſenſe and 


| meaning, without, dithculty, to the underſtand- 


ing of the hearers, 

Now as this ability, or aptneſs to teach 
others, i is to be acquired and improved by excr- 
ciſe, you may obſcryc the Apoſtle, in our 
Text, mentions it as a qualification which 
ſome candidates for the Miniſtry might not 


as yet have attained, in all the parts of it, in 


a very conſiderable degree : for he ſpeaks. of 
it as what is yet to be gotten, when he ſays, 
who ſhall be able to teach others ; which inti- 
mates (what may very well be ſuppoſed). that 
in thoſe early days of Chriſtianity, men had 
not thoſe advantages of education, nor did 

: cn {0 long, as Probatiqners, as they 4 
BY e 


* 2 ne He _ 
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rally do among us, and in . reformed 
Churches, before they are ordained. And 

therefore, if there was. but a probable pro- 
ſpect, and ſufficient ground to believe they 
Would in time attain to that ability, or apt- 
| neſs to teach, they might be ſet apart to the 
work of the Miniſtry ; but by the method 

obſerved among us, We are enabled to 80. 


+ + &- 


. upon! ſurer ground. 


A thus 1 have 'fithed har 1 intended 5 


\ 
+ 40 


yered, 
1 the Golpal is 5 85 men are PETS : 
with and what is committed to them, when 
chey are ſolemnly ſet apart to the Miniſtry, 
h we may hence infer, _ fo 
| (1.1 The great worth and excellency of the 
zoſpel. Were it not of extraordinary value, 
i Would be very abſurd and fooliſh to com- 


b mit it to the peculiar care of particular Per- 
ſons, faithful and able, who are ſeparated to 

/ this very work, with the ſolemnity and ſeriouſs. 
* Þ neſs, that is and ought to be obſerved in ſet= 
„ting men apart to this ſacred Miniſtry, The 

6 counſel and contrivance of the holy God, for , 
1 the ſalvation and bleſſedneſs of ſinful Man, "FI 
| moſt admired and eſteemed, where it is beſt 


f | „% Sos Man, 


underſtood and believed. How precious are 
all * thoughts of God concerning vile 


. * I et. lia. 


'F 28 Ty 
Man, which. are made known to us. by the 
Goſpel of his dear Son, who is there ſet forth 
to be the Author of eternal ſalvation to all 
them who obey him? And who can enough 
eſtecm, and extoł the Mercy, Grace, and Love 
of God, in the ſalvation of any ſinners at all, 
or the Wiſdom, Power and Holineſs, yea and 
the Juſtice too, that are gloriouſly manifeſted 


in ſaving them this way? That ever the un- 


changeably holy, and righteous God ſhould 
ſhew any compaſſion, or ſend any relief at all to 
guilty, polluted creatures, who naturally delight, 
and employ themſelves in Sin, which is the abo- 
miriable thing that the Lord does hate; this 
ought to be taken notice of with wonder and 


thankfulneſs: But that he ſhould provide ſuch 


a a ſalvation for them, not only pardoning 
"a multitudes, whoſe crimes are very heinous, as 
well as very numerous, and ſaving them 
from the bitter pains of eternal death, but 
alſo taking them into his favour, which is 


the beſt and ſweeteſt life; this is more aſto- 


niſhing, and more to be admired. But to 


| ave ſinners by ſuch a way as the Goſpel ſets 


forth, even by his own cternal Son, is the 


TE, wonder and amazement of the bright and 


glorious Angels, and what they de. 
fire to look into *. Surely then this 


ought to be moſt highly admired and eſteem- 
ed by us, as that wherein God is moſt eminent- 

— glorified, and men are moſt effectually ſa- 

| ved; tor our Redcemer and Saviour, on 
1 whom God. has laid help, i is The Mi ighty 

— e 


( 29 J 
one *, yea the be 60 Godt, the 


| 75 God % and over all God bleſ- *Plallexxiz, 
ſed for ever it; and therefore, be- 
ling made under the Law, has mag- 
nißed it, and made it honoura- Ii Joh. v. a0. 
ble Xx, yielding a perfect obedience 1 Rom. ir. 5. 
to it, which no Man elſe ever 
did. He has by humbling him- 16 
ſelf, and becoming obedient unto 
death, even the death of the Croſs, made gail. 
faction to the juſtice of God, and brought in 
lan everlaſting righteouſneſs for the juſtifica- 
tion of Man. Who can ſhew forth the excel- 
lency of this only way of ſaving ſinners by 
Jeſus Chriſt? With reſpc& to this, we who 
enjoy the Goſpel, muſt ſay, not only, that 
q a is none like it, but there is none beſides 


+ Iſa. ix. 6. 


* Ifai. xlii, 


It is only the Blood of the Son of God, 


| Sia preſented by him to the Father, that 
does fully ſatisfy Divine Juſtice, which was 
highly provoked ; and the ſame Blood, when 
applied to the ſouls of men, by the Holy 

| Ghoſt, does ſanctify and cleanſe them from 

all thoſe ſins, with which they were dread- 
| fully. polluted. And who can, without ad- 
miring the wiſdom and grace of God, con- 
template the appointing this Jeſus Chriſt,  _ 
God-Man, to be the Saviour of ſinners? For 
we cannot but love him with all our hearts 
and ſouls, who hath wrought out ſuch great 
lalvation for us, by ſuch low abaſcment of 
himſelf. All who have been throughly ſen- 
[ible wud an l thing, and bitter a 15 to 


4 * 
+ 

J 

= 
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n a gainſt Gol, bY have attained to delive 
and exalt this Saviour to the throne of God, in 
not the true God; is ſuch vile iaolatty, as Would 


- down to Hell: For the true God is a jealousGod, 
and will not allow to any other that ſüpreme 
love, and fear, and honour, that are due en o 

him, who is the ſupreme Being. And there. 
— if Chriſt is not the true God,” or we were 
niot aſſured that he is, we muſt be condemned 
for that Faith; by Which the Goſpel tells i 

ie juſtified. How adotable then is the T 
wiſdom that choſe a perſon in the Godhead iſ * 
to be the Saviour of Man! and how ſhould 4 
we eſteem and prize the Goſpel that aſſures us, . 


Ml ri. i. 13. 


been poſſible for any one leſs and lower than. 
the moſt high God, to have been the Author 
of lo great Talvation, yet it would have been 2 
0 impoſſible for thoſe who are ſaved by him, not / 
to have made the moſt high God of him, by bt 
giving him, whois their Ne reme Benefactor, 


= ing FMS TON in the —— "tha ſuch per: 
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( 25d) 
rance from it by Jefus Chriſt, cannot but ext) 
their afteQion and eſteemn; which, if he wet 


provoke him, who is the true God, to caſt then 


that it is the great God himſelf 7 
that is gur Stvtout * For had it lu 


the hononr and worſhip which is only due to k 
the ſupreme Being, How very. fit and proper . 
is it then, with great ſolemnity and ſerioul: . 
neſs, to commit this glorious Goſpel, as a molt ©, 
pualuable and excellent thing, to the ſpecial g 
care of faithful and able men? by 
a difficulty of keepinig arid preſere ; 


13 31) 4 
ons, who are faithful and able to teach i i 
Imuſt be put in truſt with it, and be ſeparated 
from other employments, and ſet apart for 
Im this very buſineſs. We may. indeed, with 
ul very good . reaſon, ſuppoſe and expect that 

the Goſpel being the good news of a Saviour, 
ſhould be moſt readily received, and moſt 
carefully. kept and. preſerved by all who ſtand 


(evcrlaſting miſery without him: but we are 
ſo far loſt and undone by ſin, as to be deaf 
[and averſe to the propoſals of ſalvation, that 
are made in the Goſpel. Men will not como to 
Chriſt that they may have life *. , hun Fa : 
4 4 They will not have this Man to - 
reign, over them. There are ſo many hard F, 
| ſayings in the Goſpel, that men 5 
us PE hear. them f. The: Doctrines tn — 1 
of the Goſpel tranſcend the capacities of the 
natural, Man, and are directly contrary to his _ 
high, thoughts and imaginations, that exalk, 0 
themſelves. againſt the knowledge 
of Cad. Evcxy natural Man has 
by Pride enough to reject thoſe myſterious in- 
) comprehenſible truths that are revealed by the 
Goſpel, and they refuſe to believe what is too 
high and wonderful for them to attain a clear 


12Cor. = "+ 


of vation. by Chriſt has been! 18 every age oppoſed. : 
wherever the Goſpel has been preached; Ma- 


mently urged : and becauſe the ſelf denial, 
and | bmpligny.. the ſpirituality and: | purity of 
| 5 the 


in need of him, and cannot poſſibly eſcape N 


« and diſtinet knowledge. of. The way of lal-. 


ny cunningly invented objections are very vehe- oo 


credit thereto. When this word of ſalvation iſ 


upon it, what a hard task have Miniſters to 


eentruſted with. Every ordained Miniſter ſhould 
| often take the words of the Apoſtle Paul into 


* cor. ix. 16, 


Church; and therefore this cannot be omitted 


7 7 32) 
the Goſpel are very aifptcaſing te to he natura 
Man; there is but too great a readineſs to en. 
tertain all that is objected, and encourage al 
oppoſition that is made againſt it. There is a 
| neceſſity, that the moſt faithful and moſt 2. 
ble, and ſuch as are in every reſpect the bet if 
of men, ſhould be ſet for the defence of the 
| Goſpel of Chriſt, and not only the upholding 
the credit. thereof, but perſuading men to give 


is generally diſlikedand deſpiſed, many ſpeak: 
ing evil of it, and many pouring contempt 


| beget in men an eſteem of the Goſpel, or to 
bring them to a belief of it ? This cannot 
be effected but by bringing every thought to 
the obedience of Chriſt. 

C3. The neceſſity of Miniſters preachin 
1 the Goſpel. They are ſolemnly ſet apart for 
this very thing: the Goſpel is what they arc 


his mouth, and ſay, * neceſſi ty is 
laid pon me, yea, Wo is unto me 
8 if I preach not the Goſpel. This is what 
every one comes under moſt ſacred obliga- 
tions to make the main buſineſs of his life, 
Who is ordained a Miniſter in the Chriſtian 


„„ os wo tes ee Bo, et ee en i en a -- 


or neglected, when they have opportunity ih - 
and ability, without breaking their Ordination- Iſ_ 
| Vow, which generally ſeems (and is common- 
| * ger by others). to be made with the 
8 1 
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ra qreateſt- ſeriouſnels and ſolemnity- It une 
u. ceſſary, that the only way of ſalvation, which 
alis by Chriſt, ſhould be made known to thoſe 
1 ſinful miſerable creatures, Who are loſt and 
3. MW undone; and Preaching is the Way appointed 
> to ſpread che knowledge of the Goſpel, and 
he bring men ſavingly to believe it. Our ble 
ng ſed Lord, While here on earth, executing 
ve the office of a Prophet in his own perſon 
yh | ſpeaks of hinalf, 45 15 * ww 
peach the Goſpel &, I muſt preach , — 
pt >. kingdom 3 God. to other ci- Lal 1 45 „„ 
to ¶ ties alſo, for therefore am I ſent. What a ne- 3 
to ceſſity then muſt lic upon all thoſe who are 
ot W put in truſt with the Goſpel, to publiſh theſe 8 
70 glad tidings of ſalvation, to as many as theß 
can, of that vaſt number of men, who are 
in a periſhing condition? And this cannot 
or but be ſuppoſed to oblige thoſe who are or- 
e dained, to do it in their own perſons, and 
11d W not by proxy. A wilful neglecting to preach, 
to when perſons have: both ſtrength and oppor= _ 
75 If tunity, is a very crying ſin in thoſe who are 
ſet apart for-this ſacred Miniſtry. If Chriſt 
| muſt preach the Goſpel, becauſe he was ſent, 
a like neceſſity mult lie on thoſe who are ſet — 
apart, and ſent on the ſame errand. 5 
[4.3 It is the Goſpel of Chrift that is « ef: „ 
pecially to be preached, for it is the Goſpel 
only that is committed to Miniſters when they 
are ſolemnly ordained. The Goſpel is the only 
thing they are moſt expreſily entruſted wit, 
and therefore their fixed defign, and conſtant, + 
4 = oe enden: 


25 15 34) 3 
ur muſt be to bring men to eu, 
believe, and obey the Goſpel: In this the A. 

poſtle Paul is unqueſtionably to be followed 
by MNiniſters, becauſe in this he manifeſtly 
followed our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Who being 
ſent to preach: the Goſpel, Luke iv. 18. very 

diligently employed himſelf in this work, 
preaching aud proving to the Jes, and alſo 
do the Samaritans, that He is the Chrif?, the 
Saviour of the world, John iv. 42. ſaying, if 
Je believe not. that I am he, ye ſhall die in 
Jour ſins, John viii. 24. E his Diſci- 
plwGkẽbes to believe in him 4 Re believed in 

7 Gos, John xv. 

The deſign of Chriſt, in preaching Ser 
3 mons, and Working Miracles, was the ſame 

with that of the Evangeliſt, in recording both 
tthe one and the other. Now this the Apo- 
_ #te. John tells us, in the concluſion of his 
SGoſpel, is, that we might believe that Jeſus 
is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and that be. 
 tieving wemight have life through his name, 
John xx. 31. Chriſt was the Father's Apoſtle, 

| Aent to preach as well as purchaſe ſalvation; 

-, an the Diſciples of Chriſt were his Apoſtles, 

ſent to preach that Goſpel whereby life and 


immortality are brought to light: Of this 


_-Golpel the Apoſtle Paul declares himſelf to 
be appointed a preacher and teacher, 2 Tim. 
4.27. and with reſpect to this he ſaith, Galat. 
I. 8, 9. Though we, or an Angel from Hea- 
ven, preach any other Goſpel. to you 'than tht 
©, g e we have PRs; let him be-accurſed, 
Ihe 


oer uo. r r «_ a yg, re - 


The Goſpel is called Salvation, Hebr. ii. 3. 


plaining, and preſſing obedience to the Law, 


Chriſt, who does not inſtruct men in the 


tion thereof. By the. Law men are brought 
to know what is fin, and what is the demerit 


feel a mend) of Chriſt to ſave them from that 
everlaſting miſery. that their lin deſerves, 'By 
the Law men are brought to ſce the defects 
of their own obedience, and the perfection 


— 
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and the Grace of God, that bringeth ſalvation, 
Tit. ii. 11. and they who preach, any other 
Way of ſalvation, than that which the Apoſtle 
Paul had preached, and the Churches of Ga- 
latia had received, they muſt be accounted to 
preach another Goſpel, as thoſe certainly do, 
who ſpeak of ſinful man's obedience to the 
moral law, as that which will procure pardon 
of ſin, peace with God, and a tele to ned 
ing bleſſedneſs. 

Indeed, as the Ap oſtle tells us, "Fa ili. . 


the knowledge 0 #: n is by the Law; and 


Galat. iii. 24. he Law = our ſchoolmaſter 
to bring us to Chriſt ; ; and therefore all ex> 


is not preaching another Goſpel ; yea, ſo far 


is all opening and applying the moral Tar 


from being contrary, or inconſiſtent with 
preaching, the Goſpel. of the grace of God, 
that no Man does fully preach the Goſpel of 


true ſenſe and meaning of the Law, and ſhew , 
men the univerſal extent and eternal obliga- 


thereof; and this is neceſſary to bring men to 


of Chriſt's righteoulnels. And. it is by. the 


Law that every Chriſtian muſt regulate his 


1 
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thoughts, words, and actions, yea, and his af. 
fections, inclinations, and averſions, if he will 
''- walk ſo as to pleaſe God, his heavenly Father, 
aud have a converſation becoming the Goſpel 

of Chriſt his Almighty Saviour. 
But we muſt always remember that Jeſus 
Chriſt is the perſon who delivers us from the 
wrath to come, 1 Theſſ. i. 10. and that it is 
 whrough Chriſt that we have peace with 
God, Rom. v. 1. And the Apoſtle Peter, when 
he had declared to Cornelius, and thoſe other 
Gentiles with him, As x. 35. that God is 
0 reſpecter of perſons, but in every nation 
he that feareth God, and worketh-righteouf 
meſs, is accepted with him; preſently tells us, 
Vi. 36, that the peace that is prearhed is by 
„ Cbriſt, and therefore it is to him that 
All our acceptance with God muſt be aſcri- 
bed. Thoſe who ſinned in the firſ# Adam, 
muſt periſh everlaſtingly, unleſs ſaved by the 
ſecond. Chriſt is all, and that in all who 
are ſaved, whatever difference there may be 
as to country, or nation, birth, or pedigree, 
or any thing elſe, whereon men are apt to 
value themſelves. He was all to him who 
was | blameleſs as touching the righreouſueſs 
 awhich is in the Law, Philip. iii. 6. as truly 
as to the thief on the Croſs, who acknow- I. 
. ledged the juſtice of his condemnation, Luke Wt 
xXx.xiii. 40, 41. Chriſt muſt therefore be preach- Ne 
be ed to all, and all who are ſet par” to the Gol: 
T Fe! ſhould oP pron my * 
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I 1 add. ſome other Laferences that' 


may be very caſily drawn from the portion of 


Scripture now before us; one of which ſhould 


have been the neceſſity of miniſters being 
faithful in the executing of their office, ſee- 
ſing they muſt be found to be faithful before 


they are put into it: they muſt ſhew all good 


fidelity in all the parts of their Miniſtry, and 
towards all} perſons, whether high or low, 


rich or poor, good or bad, weak or ſtrong, 


inſtructing, exhorting, encouraging or repro- 
ving, reclaiming, cenſuring, according to the 
different caſes, or different conduct of thoſe 


they have to deal with. But how neceſſary 
and ſeaſonable ſoever this may ſeem to be, 


[I may not at this time inſiſt upon it, nor en- 
large on two other particulars, which 1 rer 


mention before I conclude. 8 


1. All who- believe the Goſpel, vt 4. 
count every faithful Miniſter worthy of dou- 


ble honour, according to the words of the A- 


poſtle, 1 Tim. v. 17. They who have the 


glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed God committed 
to them, and are very diligent and laborious 
in ſpreading and promoting the excellency of 
the knowledge of Chriſt Feſus by preaching 
this Goſpel, deſerve to be loved and honour- 


ed on the account of their office and employ- 


ment. Indeed, when revealed Religion is de- 
[nied, the Revelation cannot eſcape being _ 
piled; and if PE — it felf is run down, 


| thole 


== = 
—— 


R 


— AT —— 
* mh. by - + 4 a4 0 , ht — a. a 
—_— \ 4 RE. 2 „ . +42 NET IE) Pe nk 7 3222 
* 0 > ws - — 5 2 — = ARES 4 — — — . - wn ws E ISO 
ry rt? 2 - SR 2 5 ma. £ ”wr. > ITE . —ᷣ„ —— — p — ' . 


pect to be lightly. eſtecmed, and greatly re. 


temptibly of Miniſters does obtain in our day, 
and that even among thoſe who ſometimes at 
tend on their preaching, I need not mention; 
but if any ſuch account the Miniſters of the 
Soſpel the | filth of the world, and the of. 


1 Cor. iv. 13.) it can hardly be expected that 


filthineſs, by ſuch vilified prcachers. Honou 
and eſteem Miniſters of the Goſpel for your 
own fakes, as; that which will contribute to 
Your getting more good by them. 
22. It ic very requiſite and neceſſary. to pra) 
5 earneſtly for Minifters,who are entruſted with ſo 
great a treaſure, and yet (as the Apoſtle expreſſe 
it, 2 Cor. iv. 7.) they are but earthen veſſels. B 
there not a cauſe then, for Paul in many of 
his Epiſtles to call upon and exhort Chriſtians} 
to pray for them, whoſe office and buſineh 


(33) 
thoſe to whom it is ſolemnly committed, and 
by whom it is," faithfully preached, , muſt ex. 


proached. How the cuſtom. of ſpeaking con. 


Seour: mg of all things, (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
theſe deſpiſers will ever be cleanſed trom theit 


it is to ſhew men the way of ſalvation? None 


zs ſufficient for, or ſucceſsful in this great and 
difficult work, but ſuch as receive proper ſup: 
plies from the all- ſuffcient God. How much 
wiſdom and prudence, reſolution and cou- 
rage, compaſſion and tenderneſs are necciſary 
to enable men to fulfil the Miniſtry they have 
received? And whence can they receive it 
but from the Fountain of Life, and Father of 
8 Lights, from: I: cer good an perfec 


wal 


gilt 
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eilt does deſcend? And how can they obtain 
4 but by prayer and ſupplication to the God 


| of all grace, who gives liberally, without up- 


braiding ? Every faithful Miniſter 'prays for his 
people, and all the faithful people ſhould pray 
tor their Miniſters ; and did they more abound 
in this duty, we might hope more ſucceſs 
would attend the preaching of the Goſpel, 
and then we might ſee decay ing, dying Reli- 
gion to revive and recover, and many of 
thoſe who have been ignorant of God, and 


full of enmity againſt him, brought to a 8 


and acknowiedge the only true God, and our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf for us, 


that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and = 
purify unto oat a 1 1 Saal — 
7 oy works. 8 "2 
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| knives to the Queſtions. heli pro- | 
poſed to him by the Reverend F 
Mr ee Hannu r. | 


8855 reh 2 80 0 befort Perſons 
eie ſolemnly veſted in the Office 
be Miniſtry, that they be. 
eve all the Doctrines of God's 
: i NS 8 

A = WH/ord, and be able and willing Y, 
to give 4 reaſ on of the Hope that is in them, 
with 217 75 and fear ; you are ther efare 8 
N0W require. to confeſs 7700 Truths ubich 
you 13 and eſe ireto e unto others. phe 


A aſi. ge the Being and Exiſtence of 5 
G0 D is the Leda d en of all Religion, 1 : 
am abundantly perſuaded, | That there is 4 
| Gop. When 1 ſcrioufly. confider the viſible 


Conſtitution of Nature; for Inſtance, the Num- 


ber, Magnitude, Diſtances, Motion and Uſes of. 
the Heayenly Bodies: When I ſurvey this 
Latth, and reflect upon its Figure, Gravity, 


: 3 and FN 


the exquiſite Perfection, Beauty, Order and 
Aptneſs of its Parts to their proper and re- 


= with the Subordination of one Creature to 


AY ( 42 5 

and marvellous Situation, with regard to the 
Fountain of Light and Heat; and the Pro. 
perties of the Air, that Fuel of Life which 
encompaſſes it: When I behold the Furni. 
ture of the Earth in Plants of divers Kinds, 
all of them moſt admirable for their exquiſite 
Structure and Beauty in Leaves, Flowers 
Fruits and Seeds: When from theſe I deſcend 
to the Ocean, and conſider its wonderful A- 
ſpect, its amazing Flux and Reflux, and the 
numberleſs aſtoniſhing Variety of Great and 
Small Beaſts inhabiting this watery Region: 
Farther, when 1 contemplate the Fabrick of 
Animal Bodies, particularly the Body of Man, 


ſpective Ends; Contemplating theſe Things 


another, and the joint Concurrence of all 
to one common End, the Glory of Gop in 


ſerving his Vicegerent Man: Nay, and whento 
the foreſaid Conſiderations, I yet add the com- 


mon Conſent and Tradition of all Ages, and 
the many indiſputable Proofs we have from 
Hiſtory, of Supernatural Events; weighing all 
theſe Articles in my Thoughts, I am hereup- 
on fully convinced, that from all Eternity 
there muſt have exiſted a Being of abſolute 


perfection, whoſe Exiſtence is neceſſary and 


uncauſed, and which it muſt be a Con- 
tradiction to ſuppoſe not to exiſt. For if 


cuver there was a Time when there was No- 


; unt, chere never could have been any Thing; 
e eee ng e unleſ 


— re rr ee TE ES r T- 


5g 0 43 9. 

unleſs we can. reconcile this Contradiction, 
that Nothing could of it ſelf ariſe into Being; 
that is, that it might both be, and not be at 
the ſame Time. Nor is it leſs abſurd to 
affirm, that there has been an infinite Series 
of changeable dependant Beings, produc'd one 
from another in an Eternal Progreſſion, as 


natural Cauſes and Effects, without any One 


prime independant Cauſe of their Exiſtence: 


For this Aſſertion ſuppoſes ſuch Beings to ex- 


iſt without any Ground or Reaſon of their Ex- 
iſtence. They are not fuppoſed neceſſarily 
exiſtent; and that they derived their Beings 
from the free Agency of One Neceſſary, Self. 
Exiſtent Cauſe is denied, becauſe no ſuch 


Cauſe is ſuppoſed by the Patrons of this Scheme 
to exiſt, To be ſhort, it is therefore ſo ma- 
nifeſtly abſurd to advance theſe, or indeed 


any other Arguments againſt the Exiſtence of 


One Supreme, Independant Firſt Cauſe of all 
Things, that even the moſt ſtudied Atheiſm 
it ſelf muſt be aſham'd to inſiſt upon them, 
and leave its Abettors ſecure in no other Re= 


fuge than an Obſtinacy of Will to diſown, 
rather than a Want of Underſtanding to con- 
ceive, or of ſuperior Strength of Reaſon to re. | 


turc what i is urg'd upon them. 


ITIIS Supreme Cauſe, of whoſe N eceſſary 


Eternal Exiſtence there is ſuch cogent and ir- | 
refragable Proof, I therefore believe muſt =_ -- 
lentially and immutably be the infinite P W- 


cr, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Truth, Rightcou(- - 


neſs, Excellence and Perfection; 3 the prime 


8 3 Author 


1 


* : 
* 


(0.44) 
| * continual Suſtainer, and Ultimate 
End of Being, Life, and Bleſſedneſs to the 
univerſal Creation, according to the ſeveral 
Kinds, Natures. rt Capacitics of his Crea. 
tures; A Truth, that is demonſtrable not only 
from Effects and conſtant Experience, but 
from prior Evidence, ſuch as ariſes from the 
Perfection of One abſolutely Necelary | 204 
; Self: Exiſtent Being, 

Tre fame Natural Light SS -S cvin- 
ces the Being and Perfettions of One G05, 
does I believe moreover and with equal 


Clearneſs evince, that univerſal Obedience 


and Conformity to his Holy Nature and 
Will is a Debt which the whole rational, in. 
telligent Creation owe to this Go p, ſo long 
as their Exiſtence and, neceſſary Relation to 
Him is ſuppos'd; that is, ſo long as there arc 
two ſuch infinitely different Beings as Gop 
hy and our ſelves. For from the Nature of Man, 
a a reaſonable Creature, compar'd with G o b, 


= Infinite, Eternal, Unchangeable Rectitude, 


our Maker, Owner, Supreme Lord, and con- 
ſummate All- comprchending Good, it neceſ- 
ſarily follows, that Mankind ſtand pblig'd by 
Eternal immutable Laws to obey this Gon 
in all the notifications of his Will ro them, 
as eyer they will act up to the Dictates of their 
own impartial Reaſon, and obtain Eyerlaſting 
Perfection and Bleſſedneſs to themſelyes in 
1 
Ian Knowledge of the Divine Will! to Mat 

3 being i in Ain Things above the higheſt Im. 
cee 


C45) | 
provements. of unaſſiſted Reaſon to attain 3 
tis evident, Mankind ſtands in need of a Su- 
pernatural Revelation: And whereas it im- 
plies no Contradiction to ſuppoſe Go p to 


make ſuch a Diſcovery as this to his Moral 


Subjects, concerning what He MO 1 | 
to underſtand, belicve and do, in order to 


our real Perfection and e e : 


and invincibly defir'd by us; But whereas, on 


the contrary, the Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Mercy, 


nay, and even the Governing Juſtice of Go p, 


added to the Conſideration of the Neceſſities = 
| of Men, do afford many very probable Ar- 


guments that this Go p would ſome time or 
other, for the mention'd Ends, make Him- 


ſelf known to ſuch Subjects of his Power ane 
Providence : Conſonant to this Scheme of Rea» = 

ſoning, I do believe, that the Everbleſſed Go 
has 5 revealed Himſelf to us in all 


Things, neceſſary to our grand Spiritual and 
Everlaſting Welfare, in thoſe Writings known 
amongſt us by the Names of the Ol and New 
Teſtament. : 
AND that the aa 1 the Re: 
ligion therein exhibited, are. from Gop, I 


firmly belieye; When I conſider their intrinſick = | 


Excellence, that they contain Dactrines great 


| and glorious, many of which ſurpaſs the moſt 


elevated Heights of natural Reaſon to deſcry, = 


but yet When revealed from a Gop of in- 


fallible Veracity, are very conſiſtent with un | 


prejudic d Reaſon, and contain in them no- 
ching of e ere And when 


* 


5 


CE K 4s) 
1 conſider moreover, that the Pracrica! Du 
ties injoined us in theſe Writin 57 of the Old 
and New Teſtament are all of them exadtly 
agreeable | to our natural Notions of Go y, 
and in every View moſt effectually conducive 
to the Moral Perfection and Happineſs of Man; 
as they forbid all, even the leaſt Sin, as they 
acquaint us with the beſt Method of Living, 0 
the Nobleſt Principles of Suffering, and the mot M1; 
comfortable Way of dying: Beyond this, finding W up 


that theſe ſaid Duties are urg d upon Men with WA 


ſuch powerful Motives, and in ſuch an aw- Win 
ful Manner, as it becomes the ſupremely ¶ to 
wiſe and righteous Governour of the World m 
to make Uſe of, and as reaſonable Creatures WT 
in their State of Trial might expect from Him: Wits 
Connecting with theſe Conſiderations the I th 
Prophecies of Chriſt's Birth, Life, Sufferings, tit 
8 Dea and Reſurrection, foretold many Ages th 
before they came to paſs, not in a doubrtul I Sc 
Phraſe, as the Heathen Oracles ſpake, but I or 
expreſſly and with particular ſpecifying Cir- er 


cumſtances, all which afterward were punc- tit 


tually fulfilled; as were alſo thoſe wonder- IF. 
ful Events which were foretold would ſucceed S. 
to the Cutting off the Meſſiaß, ſuch, for in- ar 
ſtance, as the total and irreparable Deſtruction 
of Feruſalem and the Jewiſh State for re. 
jecting the Meſſiah ; the Bringing in of the tit 
Gentiles to the Knowledge and Worhip 7 


— > the true and only GOD, now reconci- 6 


ling all Nations of the World unto Him: 0! 


f ben : | 


LY 
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(elf thro' the Blood of His dear Son: 


Adding to theſe Evidences the Multitudes 
of  uncontroll'd Miracles wrought by Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Followers, the quick and 

extenſive Propagation of the Goſpel, its hav- 
ing in a few Years advanced to the Ends of 


the then known World, not with the Advan- 


tages which a riſing Opinion, ſuch as Maho- 
metaniſm and Popery, ordinarily.chuſes to ſet 

up withal : That Chriſtianity, void of theſe _ 
Advantages, did even by the moſt unlikely, 
Inſtruments, and amiqdſt all poſſible Hindrances | 
to it from the Luſts and Violence of Men, 
make ſo vaſt a Progreſs i in ſo ſhort a Space of 
Time, is a Miracle equal to others wrought for 
its Confirmation: More than this, pondering 
the marvellous Preſervation of the ſacred Wri-_ 
tings in the very worſt of Times, and amidſt 
the moſt inveterate Enemies to Gop and the 
Souls of Men: And once more, the very 
great Bleſſings accruing to thoſe who conſci- 
entiouſiy learn and practiſe what is therein no- 
tified and recommended: Going upon theſe 
| Foundations, I am firmly perſuaded that the 
Scriptures and the Religion, taught in them 


are from Goo. 


IBELIE VE then, according t to the 3 = 
given of this Matter in the Scriptures of Truth, 
that Zhere are Three that bear Record in Hea- 
ven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghoſt; and theſe Three, I believe, are One, 
one GoD, as they bear the ſame Names, and 
aye the fame Divine Attributes and . 5 
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tions iſcribed to them in Scripture. I belicye 
that in the Godhead there are three Perſons, 


ſed for evermore. + 


Eternity are perfectly known to Gop; and do 
iſſue according to his Eternal Freördimation and 
Diſpoſe; and this, without rendering the righ: 
teous Governour of the World the Author of 


any of his Creatures Actions, as fare mo- Nei 
8 dified. 3 4 


(43) 


and yet but one G OD, who is over All ble 


I BELIEVE that all Vicks Tis Time and 


1 ni vi iner God ar he had made ir 


Man, Male and Female, in his own Image of iſ b 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, enter d into Nh 
Covenant with them, obliging them, over and t! 
a above the Performance of all Duties of Eter- g 
nal Obligation, by a poſitive Precept to de- It 
celine eating of he Tree of Knowledge of Good i i 
2 Evil, promiſing them Life upon their per- Un 
1 figlefs Obedience, and threatning corporal ( 
ä ſpiritual everlaſting Death to them, in E 
e aſe of their Diſobedience, 1 


I BeLIEvVE this Covenant was als with f. 


our firſt Parents, not only for themſelves, but Ip 

for all their natural Offspring, then ſeminally I i. 
exiſting in them; and who, when they com- p 
menc d Subjects capable of moral Government, If 
mämuuſt of neceſſity be oblig d, not only by the ! 
c̃.ternal immutable Law of Righteouſheſs, re- If 
ſulting from their natural Relation to Gor, Ma 
alnd from the neceſſary eternal Difference bc- 2 
1 twirt t Good and Evil, but alfo, as Federatcs, þ 


ſtand 


„ 
| ſtand engag d, to conform themſelves in all 
„Things to the ſpecial Covenant of their Go'p. 
'I BELIEVE that our firſt Parents being left 
to the Freedom of their own Will, did, thro 
d the Seduction of Satan, ' violate the natural 
do ¶ Law of G oD and his ſuperadded poſitive Inhibi- 
nd tion in eating the forbidden Fruit; the Conſe- 
h. quence of which Violation was the Loſs of 
of Gos Spirit and Favour, the Pravity of their 
o- Wcntire Nature, and the involving themſelves = 
and their Poſterity in a Liableneſs to evcrlaſt- 
ing Condemnation. And tho' it would have 
| been 4 righteous Thing with GoD for ever to 
have abandon'd the whole human Race to all 
the ſad Conſequences of Adams firſt Tran 
greſſion, eg 6, in whom all have ſinn d; yet 
this infinite all-comprehending Wiſdom, fore- 
| ſeeing the Apoſtacy of his rational, ſelf-deter. 
mining Creatures, was pleas d to enter into a 
Compact with the Eternal Word, that Pardon 
and everlaſting Salvation, (a more glorious 
Happineſs than that from which they at firſt 
fell,) ſhould be offer d to lapſed Men, on Sup- 
poſition the Son would condeſcend to be their 
incarnate Mediator, and in that Character re- 
pair the Honour of the Divine Government b 
fulfilling the Law of innocent Nature, Moſessss } 
Law, and together with both theſe, the Duty 
| peculiar” alſo to him as Mediator, authoriz d 
and appointed of Go p to this Office. And as 
a Motive to this great and merciful Underta-, 
king, I believe, it was ſtipulated of the Father, 
that He his only begotten N ſhou d ſee of 
23 FH the 


80 % 
the Travail of his Soul and be ſatisfy'd, and 


in the human Nature be ſuper-cxalted above all Ml © 
created Powers, Thrones and Dominions of * 
Immortality and Bliſs. 
P uns UANx to this Propoſal, I believe, Tha 
| the Glorious and Eternal Son of Gop, the pro. iſ 5 
mis d and expected Meſſiah did in the Fulneſs , 
of Time empty Himſelf, and being conceiyd 
by a Supernatural Power in the Womb of the 5 
Virgin Mary was born into this our World, be 
| tabernact d amongſt us, and after a Life of lade K 
rious Diligence and immaculate exemplary Pu- 10 
rity offer d up Himſelf thro the Eternal Spi. 


rid an expiatory Sacrifice on the Croſs to Go b, 
the Fuſt One for us Unjuſt. I believe, that 


as his dead Body was buried, ſo that his Soul 


1 8 departed i into the unſeen State, and that having 
vanquiſh'd Death and Him who had the Power 


of Death, he roſe again from the Grave on the 


5 Converſe with a ſelect Number on Earth, He 


aſcended triumphant to the right Hand of the 


Tr Majeſty on high, where he now reigns G 00- 


MAN in everlaſting Perſonal Union, exalted to 
be Head and Lord over all to his Church, having 
all Power given to Him both in Heaven and 
in Earth, whereby to accompliſh. the Ends of 
his undertaken Office. 
I BELIEVE that this mexcidal: Jeſus he 


ee” ving by his Life, Blood and Sufferings perfect 
I fulfilfd all Righteouſneſs, merited: at the 


v 
t 

E 

] 

1 

third Day; and that after forty Days viſible 
| 

J 

( 

| 

: 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Hands of Gop our Ranſom from the Curle 
of the violated Law, of innocent Nature, and 
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onrchas'd for us a moſt gra.'nus Covenant, 
every Way ſuited to our fallen, impotent and 
al miſcrable Eſtate. 


| AccoRDING to the declared Tenot of 
this Evangelical Covenant, I belicve, that all 


Ut who unfeignedly renounce their paſt Sins, and 
0 1 a painful, ſorrowful, and deeply hum- 
eſs bling Senſe of their own Condition, that they 9 
d are Perſons undone, altogether and for ever, 
ne without Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs, without 
5 his juſtifying Grace, and ſanctifying Spirit, for 


| their Pardon and Acceptance with Gop, and = 
„for Healing and Reconciliation to Him _ 
5. That they, I ſay, who from this deep and in- = 
ward Senſe of their own Condition betake 
ht themſelves to Go p, their Supreme felicitating 
End, by Means of a living Faith in the Lord | 


ng Jelus Chriſt, the only appointed Way to this 
40 End, avowing Him for their compleat Saviour 
11 and heartily ſubmitting to him in all his 


bleſſed Offices and Dominion over them, that g 
th He ſhall guide, ſuſtain, comfort them, and _ 
os fulfil in them the whole good Pleaſure of Dis 
Goodneſs; I believe that ſuch Perſons as theſe, 
however vile and ſinful in themſelves, ſhall 
y according to the Divine inviolable Promiſe be 
" pardon'd and waſh'd from the Pollution of their 
Sins in Chriſt's Blood ; yea, that, as Himſelf 
ha. has averr d, they ſhall be juſtify'd, 2. e. 1 wy” 
g. and dealt with as righteous Perſons in the Sight 
oY of Gop only for the Righteouſneſs "fe 
2 Secured to them 1 85 their beer by 


2 ſincere Faith, but ſuch as are given Him of 


Nor is this atchiev'd by inſuperable neceſſitating 


licve, to Want of Fulneſs in Chriſt's Ranſom, | 


cles: And that amongſt theſe, all who are uni 


(3) 


AN Dp whereas none can come to Chriſt by 


Go p from all Eternity, nor even theſe except 
the Father by his own Spirit do firſt convince 
and draw them, I believe therefore that the 

Holy Spirit is conferr'd on the Choſen of Gp, 

effectually to overcome all their Reſiſtances, 

and to give and maintain in them from Time 

"2.0 Time the Grace which ſhall infallibly endin 

everlaſting Salvation and Bleſſedneſs to them. 


Impulſe, as in Mechanic Caſes, but in Ways 
conſonant to the Nature of Moral subject 
When Men are drawn to Gop, it is with 


Cords of Love and the Bands of a Man. 
And that any finally periſh is not owing, I be- 


a 
or of the moſt ſincere Deſires on the part of b 
605 of their Salvation, but becauſe ſuch is I © 
the wilful Hardneſs and Impenitency of their WW 
Hearts, that they refuſe to come to Chriſt for f 
Pardon, Healing and Salvation. f 
I BELIEVE that Chriſt Jeſus has a Society 
of Perſons on Earth, which for the declar d 
Conſent and Union of its Members in the 
Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, may be term'd the 
Catholic Church, notwithſtanding a Difference 
of Sentiments with regard to external Dilſci- 
pline, Modes of Worſhip and ſecondary Arti. 


© 5-11 ae a. _——_— tn d 


ted to Chriſt by his Spirit, who partake of 
the ſame new Nature, walk by the ſame Rule, 
and are : infpird. with the ſame Hope of their 
5 Calling 


( $3 * 
Calling, have Communion, as with Chriſt their 
common Head in his Graces, Sufferings, Death, 
Reſurreftion and Glory, ſo in each other's. 
Gifts and Graces, for their univerſal Help and 


progreſs in the Divine Life. Theſe are the 


O 


true inviſible Church of Go D and myſtical 3 


| Spouſe of Chriſt. 


For the gathering to Himſelf 3 a Church 
of living Members, and for adyancing their 


| Edification in all the Graces and Comfotrs of. 
the Holy Ghoſt, I believe that Jeſus Chriſt 
has inſtituted certain external Ordinances to 
be celebrated in his Church till his final Com- 
ing; ſuch as reading the Scriptures, Preaching, 

| Prayer and ſinging of Pſalms ; the Succels of 
which to the Souls of Men depends not on 
W any inherent Virtue in theſe Inſtitutions, or in 


him who docs adminiſter them, but wholly _ 


on the Bleſſing and Agency of the Spirit of 

CoD. For neither is He that plants any _ 
| thing, neither He that Waters, bur 8 O0 = 
| that gives the Increaſe. _ 


IBELIEVE moreover, that this All-wiſe oe 
and gracious Legiſlator the Son of G op has 


been pleas d to ordain and annex to the Goſ- 
| pel Covenant two Seals or viſible Signs of the 


Grace by them conveyed, and to be beſtowd 


| on all qualified Receivers. By Baptiſin, the 

| firſt of theſe, not only the Adult, profeſ- 

| ling Faith in Chriſt, and Obedience to his 

teveald Will, but alſo their Infant- Seed, ro 

admitted 'Mengbers of his viſible Church; and 
i 9 98 * Covenant are waſb d from 


| their 7 


(54) 
thew Sinti in His Blood who loud. 15, and gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 
all Iniquity, and purify unto humſeif a pbcu. 


liar People, Sealous of good Works. By the 

| Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, in which are 
repreſented to us the Death and Suffering 
of Chriſt, the Malignity and Danger of Sin, 
the inflexible Juſtice of Go p, as alſo his moſt 
amazing boundleſs Compaſſion to the Souls 
of lapſed Men; By this Sacrament, I ſay, all 
wWorthy Receivers do ſhare in the Bleſſings of 
the Mediator's Blood, are engag'd to a lively 
thankful Remembrance of this Eternal Bene- 
factor, and do vow in his Name to expreſs it 
more and more every Day by promoting his 
Kingdom and walking in all regards as becomes 
5 Sigh a and honourable V ocat ion wherewith 
they are call d. 


For diffuſing aha fame divine: Life, Light 


- and Love amongſt all Nations, in Oppoſition 
to the vile Deſigns and Confederacy of Satan, 
as likewiſe for the more orderly Adminiſtra- 
tion of Church-Aﬀairs, I believe that our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt when He aſcended up on 

| bigh gave Gifts unto Men, ſome extraordi- 
' nary and temporary, as Apoſtles, Prophets, 

Evangeliſts; and others ordinary, as Paſtors 

and Teachers, to ſucceed each other in feed 

ing and ruling in the Lord 4 willing Peo- 
. 5 2 made ſuch in the Day of his Power. 
And that as Chriſt qualifies Men hy Gifts and 


gracious Diſpoſitions for this eminent Service 
of 85 3 when ſet * to it by 
| baths 


a. 2 W = © 
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Faſting, Prayer, and, when it can be had, 
by the laying on of the Hands of the Preſ- 


| bytery, his Preſence is inſured to them ever 
in all their Labours and Sufferings for his 

| Name's ſake, and that to the End of the 
World. RO TN es 


I BELIEVE that as it is irrevocably ap- 


pointed of Go Þ to all Men once to die, or to 
| ſuſtain a Change equivalent to Death, ſo that 
in the End of Time there ſhall be a Reſur- 


rection both of the Juſt and Unjuſt effected 


by the Power of that God who can accompliſh = 
| every Thing which infers no Contradiftion. 


to his eſſential Attributes and Perfections. 


IBELIE VE alſo that hereupon the fal- 


len Angels now reſerved in everlaſting Chains 


under Darknefs, and with them the whole hun 
man Race ſhall be conven'd before Chriſts : 
| awful Tribunal, and that after Men have gi- 
ven an Account of themſelves, according to 


that Edition of Go ps gracious Covenant un- 


der which they livd, they ſhall in their in 
tire nature receive a final, irreverſible Sentence 
from the Mouth of their Righteous Judge. 
To them who by patient Continuance in ell. 
doing have ſought for future Glory, and Ho- 
nour and Immortality, He will aſſign Erter- 
nal Life: But to them who have been con- 
tentious and would not obey the Truth, but 
have obey'd Unrighteouſneſs, will He recom-. 
| pence Iudignation and Wrath, Tribulation and 
| 417219 ro cndure for ever. That there ſhall = 
be lach a Retribution another Day, I ſtedfaſtly 


* -*- DEREVE. 


39 | . 
believe, when 1 conſider. the eternal immuta: 
ble Difference there is between Good and E. 
vil, the Natural Capacity of our Souls to ſu- 

ſtain ſuch a Doom, the Natural univerſal Ex. 
pectation and Dread there is in Men of 2 
future Retribution : Nay, and when to theſe 
J add the manifeſt Neceſſity of it to reſtrain 
Men from all Kinds of Wickedneſs and De- 
generacy, and moreover” that it is neceſlary 


= to quicken and ſupport. good Men in the 


ſteddy Practice of real Nauen to aſſert the 


| of the preſent Ani 255 his Provia 


dence : All theſe Conſiderations connected 
with the manifold expreſs Teſtimony. given to 
this Doctrine in the Goſpel of Gop, are with 
me ſo many cogent and irrefutable Proofs of 
this future moſt” righteous Retribution, that! 
both believe it, and deſire nothing fo much 

as to approve my ſelf faithful to Go b in this 
State of Trial, that I may be found of Chriſt 
In Peace without Hot and blanetleſs 7 in that 
5 N __ | 
; QUE 8 T. I. e 
2 "Herea the Church has been corrupted 
5 ſh Errors, Superſtition and Ido. 
FS. J 2 4 £0 pleas d God by worthy In- 
 ftruments, to effeft and ſupport a Reforma: 
Fon, it is now demanded, whether you cor. 
 dially approve the Proteſtant eme Ke. 
1 in Ku tion to f 


3 


Le y 


THT 
Anſw. Relying on the Holy Scriptures as 
the infallible Teſt of all Religion, and com- 
paring the Papal Church with what is con- 
tain d in theſe Writings, I learn that that Church 
has audaciouſly corrupted the Chriſtian Doc- 
trine, Worſhip and Diſcipline ; and I ſee farther 
from numberleſs unconteſted Facts, that ſhe 
ſupports her Kingdom, (evidently of this 
Morld,) by Methods conſonant to her Vices as 
Papal, but directly contrary to, and utterly 


IChriſt, the Supreme inviſible Head of his 
Church, and indeed of all that is deſirable 


both in Civil and Religious Life. Reflecting 
to {upon this, I cannot but rejoice in the wonder. 
ith ful Mercy of G0 p, in delivering theſe Na- 
of tions from ſuch Antichriſtian Dominion, and 


lin reſtoring to us the uncorrupted Word of 
G60 p, and that neceſſary Foundation of all 


his Religion, a Liberty ſincerely and impartially 
if. to examine the Grounds of every Thing which 
at bears the Name of Truth, and conformably to 


its Evidence to our Underſtanding, to deter- 
mine our Conduct in regard to GOD and 
Men, without being over- av, d into one parti - 


cular Scheme by the Terrors of this World, 
40 pad. n ne d Anathemas of that to 
of 8 ler Es 80 T. III. ee 
Le. or aſnuch as Sincerity. of. Heart and De- wY 


ſigns is neceſſary in a Goſpet- Miniſter to at- 
** great | Ends of bis Office Tou are de. 


ſubverſive of the Spirit, Laws, and Intereſt of : 


: 

; RX 1 

f 4 

N 

at 1 i 
i 

b 


Work, I do purpoſe and reſolve in the Name 


(58 s) 
for 'd, as under the Eye of Gop, to declay 
the Reaſons which chiefly induce Jou ta chu 
this ſacred Employment ? 
Anſev. So far as can apprehend of yl 
after the ſtricteſt Reſearches made into 
own Heart, I truſt I am, in ine east 
truly ſenſible of the high Honour and vaſt Im. 
portance of the Miniſterial Office, and do un. 
dertake it from a hearty Deſire to advance the 
Hondur of Go p, and the grand Spiritual Ever. 
| laſting Welfare of the Souls of Men; and 
: from no ſuch baſe Motives as the Eſteem and 
Applauſe of my Fellow-Men, and much leſ 
from any Hopes of exalting My; Secular Inte 
. 5 reſts ” __ 


e QUEST. IV. 8 
Mg, K nowledge is 3 and 
Grace imperfect in the beſt, and hereupon 
a Progreſs in both is on many Accounts nt. 
5 ceſſary 3 Will Tou for this Purpoſe be l 
in Prayer, Neading and Meditation? 
Anſav. From a deep Conviction of my ow. 
manifold Inſufficience for the Miniſterial 


wv — . K = 


of the Lord Jeſus, that I will ſeriouſly, dil 
2h gently and, conſtantly devote myſclf to Read: 
ing, Meditation and Prayer, as Means prop 
10 "compaſs a more enlarg'd Acquaintance with 
the Bleſſed Go, and og Innes” for 
0 4p Seryice of a bunch. 


dre 


(59) 


QU ES T. V. . 
gig that you will by Ohe le oblig to 


the ramets, and to exerciſe Paſtoral Dif. 
| cipline 3 Do you promiſe the utmoſt Faithful. 


| Works relating to your Charge? 

5 Anſw. Regarding the Obligations this Day 
er before me, and to be charg d home upon 

me from the Eternal Go p, I promiſe to be in- 


Lans in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, to tale 
4 heed to ALL the Flock over which the Holy 


| ſtrive to nabe full Proof of my Miniſtry in 
the conſcionable Exercite of its ſeveral Parts, 
being ſtrengthen d unto all this oy. the Power - 
of and Goodneſs of Go. Foe 

: QUEST. vi - . 
Moni ſters 8 75 pointed not only fo preach, „ 
Mi. to defend Goſpel Truths, by oppoſing 

the hula thereto of all forts; Will you 
m be zealous and faithful hercin, as becomes the 


1 


i committed to 


ny and are requir'd by Heaven's Authority earneſt- 
ly to contend for the Faith, which was once 


for 


deliver d unto the Saints, tis my firm Purpoſe, | 
aum d in the Name of Chriſt, as on the one 
1 hand to avoid derten Diſputations, ſo on 
W dhe 


reach the Word of Go p, to adminiſter 


| neſs and Impartiality in theſe and all orher Xt 


Ghoſt ſhall conſtitute me Overſeer, . 


Inportance e Gente, and the Truſt Fs 


% Anſiw. As L believe that Miniſters are e ſet "_ 
the Defence of the Go againſt Gainſayers, „ 


( 60) 
the other, to my utmoſt, to aſſert and defend 
neceſſary Goſpel-Truth, againſt all ſuch as de. 

ny, pervert, or corrupt it: and this Part of 

my OfficeI hope to perform by propoſing the 
Evidence of Truth to Mens Underſtanding 

in the ſtrongeſt Light I am able, and by urging , 
it upon their Conſciences with that Spirit of 

| Meckneſs and Affection which is recommend- 
cd by Chriſt, and which an honeſt Deſire to 


benefit the Souls of Men Will naue inſpire 
i ſuch a an Occaſion. 1 


a ES T. VII. 
7 Hereas unc haritable Animoſtti ries and 


W 


"PP. Schiſms are of dangerous Conf ence u 
the tre Intereſt of the Church ; Will You, 2 
. as far as is conſiſtent with Truth, endea- 4 : 
our to preſerve Unity and Peace in the - 


: 1 in Oppeſi ton to Schiſm and Conten 7 
Ando. Being appriz'd that the Church Uni 

5 ty inſtituted and approv'd of Chriſt conſiſts in 

One Body, and One Spirit, even as we arti | 
call d in One Hope of our Calling; One Lord, 


8 One Faith, One Baptiſm, One Gop and | 7 


Father of All, I hope inviolably to maintain v) 
this Unity. And in Things of doubt ful Dif 
putation, wherein Uniformity is neither fea © 


ſible nor neceſſary, I hope to act with that 7 
Condeſcenſion and Love which will belt, 


ſecure Peace and Concord among Chriſtians, WW 

in Oppoſition to a tenacious Stiffneſs, Pride, 9 
and Uncharitableneſs, the known — E 
„„ ũ ] ̊̃U 


( 61 N 
nd Hof Schiſm, Church. Tyranny,” and Perſecu- 
le- tion. OY 


of i QUEST. VII. 


lin this Capacity ? 


mc in that Relation, T hope therein to behave 
*. my ſelf wiſely, walking in my Houſe with a 


8 the Lord. e 
* qu: EST. N. 
2 great 


n % godly Admonition and Diſcipline rightly 


i applyd and receiv'd ; Mill you with all Hu- . — 
. mility of Mind ſubmit to the Admonitions | 
F your Brethren in the Mimiſtry, and to rhe 7 | 


ef Diſcipline of the Church? 


he 7 Exemplary Holineſs is neceſſary 
IT in a Goſpel Minter as WT as 25 

lf Doctrine, and whereas every ſuch Mini: 

er is one who rules his own Houſe well, 

Pill you take Care in the Strength of Ghach, : 

that you and your Family, whenever you ſhall FA 

have one, ſhall walk with God ſuitably to the 

uſt Expectations of Go and Mew Heal you > 


Aufe W. Shou'd Divine Providence: ever place ES 


perfect Heart, and taking Care, ſo far as my 
ha Foreſight, Example, Authority and Influence 
„can tend, that 1 281 24 1 228 ar 


10 4⁵ well Mins mm as others 1 able 1 
mptations and Corruption, 
17 a Eul of which is conſiderably prevented Wt 


Anſiw. Whenever thro' Weakneſs pe. Un- ; 2 
derftanding, or the Power of any Temp-- 


| tation 1 recede from the Obligations of ha 5 
0 ne : 


„ 
4 n 
: — 


_ 5 ( 62 2) 
Character, as a Chriſtian Miniſter; I hope | 
ſhall willingly, humbly and thankfully ſubmit MW. 
to the Admonition of my Brethren and 
Friends, and alſo. to the Diſcipline of the Chri 
ſtian Church. 


ONS QUEST. K. LOS 
Ty Porch as the Gaſpel-Miniſtry is is wil 
1 Yervice to be deſerted, but muſt be perſiſt. 
ed in, even amidſt thoſe great and manifold 
Temptations, Troubles and Perſecutions 
which the Exerciſe of our Office in this un 
=: godly World expoſes us to; Will you, notwith- 
i 19 ſtanding all this, romiſe to continue in the 
| Work of your Office ſo long. as 208 1. be KL 
| found capable thereof. R 
i *' - Anſw. I enter upon my Maſter's Work 5 
| with Expectation that Satan and his Confe- 
8 derates will to their utmoſt oppoſe me in, 
and deter me from it: But whatever of this 
| Kind may befal me, I hope in Gop I ſhall { 
= LE never neglect, much leſs abandon my Mini- I: 
| fry. Nay, and tho ll ſhould be call'd even N 
5 fiery Trial, to ſeal with my Blood zh i ® 
RY glorious Goſpel of the Bleſſed Go p commit. q 
dea in Truſt unto me, I hope that as my De to 
RF Is, 2 my Strength ſhall be, inaſmuch as I de 
am daily pleading this Promiſe at the Throne WW in 
of Grace, humbly and earneſtly imploring, M be 
| that the faithful Go p for Chriſt's ſake would i by 
perform it in me, that 1 = Jiniſh * you | 
5 . 2 8. 


5 * H A . 


> | 75 GIVEN 0 
| Dr. H AD FI E 1 D, 
he 5 BY THE 5 


Reverend Mr. REYNOLDS, 


Dran BrortHBR, 


15 es O U havebcen 3 ſet apait 10 
[/- 5 Prayer and Impoſition of Hands 
| 165 to the Office of the Golpel-Mi- 
| ART 17 5 nid. 


to engage in this difficult but honourable Un- 


in the Sermon you have heard, that I hope have 


by you and the People. WOE ; 
But yet in order to carry on the further 
Solemnity of this Day, and to leave you un- 


Ws: the open mg peed it lies up- py 
* 


a * r 1 rejoice 5 bleſs God who bath b 
| qualified you, and inclined your Heart freely, 


dertaking. Many Things have been deliver d 


been attended to, and will be , remembred — 


(64) 
on me to finiſh what does more eſpecially 
concern you, with a cloſe Exhortation or more 
ſerious Charge. I pray God, I may perform 
my _ in fach manner as to attain tt 
End. 
1 will be faithful to you, and therefore bez 
you will give heed to what I ſhall ſay, it be. 
ing of the greateſt Importance to the Succeſs 
of your Miniſtry, and to your own Comfort 
and Joy, when you ſhall be call d to give an 
; Account of your Stewardſhip. _ _ 
I ſhall ground my Erhortation on thoſ 
5 Words, which you haye 1 in the 7D 


- Epil. Tim. iv. 5 5. But watch thou in al 
Tue. 


N this and whe, foregoing Epiſtle 8 St. Paul . 
I gives us a particular Account of the Du- b. 
: tles belonging to the Miniſterial Office, and Þ ar 


recommends them to his beloved Timothy in 
wuoith great weight of Argument and Earneſt- ¶ te 


neſs, of Spirit. Here he is doing the ſame o 
Thing. Tis as if he had ſaid My Son Timo. tl 


cy, whom I love in the Bowels of Chriſt, tt 


 ©and whoſe Proſperity and Succeſs in the Mi- I 


© nifty I have greatly at Heart, as in other t. 


Things ſo in theſe that belong to thy Office I! 


©as a Miniſter, or Biſhop of Souls, then haſt Wl 1 
— pen faithfully inſtructed by me. And now n 
© that which! give in Charge is this; 5 That thou t 

'Y be warchful in all | Things. gra 


TTV be 5 


114 


O58) 

Theſe Words," my Brother, 1 miſt apply | 
to ou. 18 gk: ©. 2 

' You "ſee here 2 special Duty. It is to 
Geb, and this not only others, but your 
ſelf too. Indeed becauſe you are to watch 
oyer others, you have Reaſon: to ve, the Ts 
+ 785 Heed to yourſelf. Areas 1 

You ſee the Extent of this Duty. It takes 


[a large Compats, teaching to every Thing. 


which in any Reſpect does concern, or may 


haye an Influence into your Office. 


As to the Nature of tlie Duty, Watching, 


[1 need not ſay much to you concerning it. 


You know there is a natural and a ſpiritual 


Watching. The Natural being oppos'd not 
only ro Nu Sleep and P Drowſineks but to 


le 


| wikefut Diſpoſition 158 Body (for a Man may g 


be awake, and yet not ſaid to watch) but ſuch : 
an Employment and Exerciſe as is taken up 
in eſpy ing and narrowly looking out in order 

to diſcoyer any approaching Inconvenience 
or Danger, and in taking proper meaſures for 


the avoiding of that, as well as doing every 


thing elſe belonging to the part of a Mateh- 
May. In Allifion hereto, the Duty of ſbiri- 
tual Watchfulneſs muſt conſiſt ina wakeful live. 
ly Temper of Mind, in a diligent Exerciſe of 
Thought and Study to avoid every thing that 
may injure your Miniſtry, and to do every thing 
that may preſerve and promote its Uſefulneſs. 
It is this ſpiritual Matehfulneſs, that I muſt 


principally: * upon you 3 not that I need 


8 5 e wholly 


. ly Sin. I believe there is no need of warning 
Jon in this particular, tho I cant forbear 


I ſhall here recommend, and mult in the Name 


1 


T6 
_ wholly to  excluda the Other. For no Joub 
you are perſuaded with me, that an Exceß bel 
of bodily Sloth, and all thoſe, Things which. 
feed it, area great Hindrance to thoſe lively I ſee 
Exerciſes of the Mind, which Miniſters, ought im 
to be conſtantly engaged in. Intemperance ¶ be 
and indulged Sloth are diſhonourable - to any an. 
Man, and moſt unworthy of a Miniſter. Oh 
| how much Miſchief does. the Devil do, when 
he hath turn'd a Miniſter into a Sot! There un 
is little Succeſs to be expected from his Miniſtry, 
when heſhall viſibly indulge himſelf in any fleſh- 


mentioning it, becauſe of the unſpeakable Mil 
Chief Þ have known done by it. 
But it is watching ina ſpiritual Senſe that N 


of our great Lord enjoin you. This is what 
muſt. run thorough the whole of your Of- 
1 through. all the Parts and Exerciſes of HU 
it, as having a Concern, in every Thing that t. 
relates thereto. For this Reafon, I apprehend, . 
that in the Deſcription of the Church , W. bo 
6. the four Beaſts (thought to be the Emblem a 
of Goſpel - Miniſters) are repreſented full of Eyes 55 
both behind and before, thereby | denoting 


lf their great Circumſpection and Watchfulneſs Ul 
Foul of Eyes before, to diſcern. their Way, to + 


_ underſtand their Duty and the Manner of [ 
performing it: And full of Eyes behind, to : 
_ obſerve their Enemies, who by all manner of 
ſecret . We Methods mat: geln n 
= urt⸗ 


"t%)) ' 


Hurt, as choke" that 0 rrp and ſeexetly 
behind a Man to do him a Miſchief. 


| therefore repeat my Exhortation, and 


ſeeing you have taken upon 101 the moſt 
important Office in the World. I pray and 
beleech you, nay, I charge you before God 
land the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, That you be watch- 


in all Things. 


worthy Perſon for your Miniſter. 


1, Let me preſs the Duty of Watchfulneſs / 
upon you, my Brother, in the following Par. 85 


„„ 


[1.3 See that you watch. in all Things 7 
lating to you in 4 private Capacity. And 
herein endeavour to have and keep matters 
upon a tight Foot between God and your own 
Soul, I deny not, that a Man may be uſed 
lin the Miniſtry as an Inſtrument of Good to 
others, who yet may not be very good him- 
ſelk; but then I muſt affirm, that he will not 
be in a Condition likely to promote Goodneſs 
in others with that Succeſs as otherwiſe, and 
bees He muſt be at the ſame Time a moſt 

K 2 N miſe⸗ 


To mention every. Thing comprehended | 
under this General, is more than the Time al- 
lotted me will ſuffice for. But among many 
Things I ſhall mention ſeveral, which I think 
of Conſequence, and which it concerns every 
Miniſter to be very careful about. After 
which, I ſhall ſuggeſt a few Motives proper 
to enforce my Exhortation, and then conclude = 
with an Obſervation or two, not improper fon 
you, my Brethren, Who have accepted, this 


— 2 2 -—_— 
Fog + — — — 
2 . nn Ret 


* 


£ . . . ES 2. PIER of 7 Tg ere. 
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—— — 


bie 5 bimſelf. Oh how ad to be 


ven, but go down to Hell ourſelyes! The 
Apoſtle Paul you know was deeply concern'd 
leſt by any means,; when He had preach'd the 


away, 1 Cor. ix. 27, Sec then to the ſaving 
your own Soul, as well as the Souls of then 
that hear you. Tale Heed to yourſelves, aui 
then 7o the Flock, KC. Acts XX. 28. Unde 
this Head, 1 would. offer A few, Things to 
vou. 


ing you Witneſs that pon have moſt ſincerel 
and unreſervedly devoted yourſelf to God; thalff 
you have ſubſcrib'd to the Goſpel Covenant 


| to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


have a great Influence into. your Faithfulnel, 
in the Miniſtry. © //:th what Heart can th 


others (ſays a great Divine) that never trul 
| e him ſehr 
eſs to le As ts himſelf an Unbelievt 
and unholy : ? Whatever he does of this nav. 
tute, it is (1 may ſay) with a feigen d Air, a an 
8 not in Truth and Sincerity. 0 


— . —— — 2 — x ——i 
5 > : 


—— 


— — — — 
25 b 


\yourſelt, be careful in improving upon it, b 
: maintaining a cloſe and conſtant Communio! 
. Vith the bleſſed God. Fray, and read, an 


(ar 5 


Inſtruments of ſhowing « others the Way to Hez 


Goſpel to others, He himſelf Trould be a Cat: 


i. Be ſure vou have your Conſtience 10 


and have given up your Heart as. well as Nam 


- 
5 „ * 


Ihis is of great Conſequence to your perſo 
nal Comfort and Peace, as, Well. as it wil 


Man preach the Doctrine of Repentance if 
? or nth Faith and Hol 


14 F4 


I. Upon finding the Root of the Matter i 


4 


madita 


fore in the. 


(669 5 

de and tudy. * your ſelf as well as o- 

hers. Let there be due and ſtated Seaſons for 
letirement and. ſecret Converſe, with God; 

nd underſtand well the State and Frame-of 
our own Soul, as well as of - theirs, whom 
od, hath committed to your Care. Take 
iced you be not more intent in acquiring 1 
tock of Knowledge than of Grace. It is ta 
e confeſs d that Knowledge is a pleaſant and 
deſirable. thing, conſider d ſpeculatively, and 
in it ſelf only; but have a Care leſt an over- 
ger Thirſt after this, joſtle out thoſe Duties 


| — A er of Piety towards God, which 
re neceſſary to the maintaining and improv- 
ing that Life of Faith and Holineſs, for which 


YOU ſhould be conſpicuous and eminent. Theres 8 
01 7 . 
34 Place, ſce. that you experience. in ”— 
5A Heart what you preach and recommend 
zo others. Let, others obſerve the Impreſſion = 


Wit has upon ;yourſelf. | Watch that in all 


things you , approve your, ſelf a pattern of 
e things you deliver. Be an Example, as 


in Purity; ; 1 Tim. av. 12. And again Chap. vi, 
v. 11. Follow after Righteouſneſs, Godlineſs, 
Faith, Love, Patience, Meekneſs. An ha- 
bitual heavenly, Temper of Mind will not on- 

ly be a great Help to you in your Prepara- 
tions, but add great Weight and Force to your 


Miniſtry. For what Objection or Excuſe ſhall 5 N 
Fcople make, when they ſee the: Ecaliblencls = 


of 


0 Apoſtle writes to Timothy, in Word, in 
| Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, 


1 very important one it is) in the Character of x 


Well his own Houſe : Por if a Mam know not 


_- id perfect Way and with A perfect Heart, 
5 muy” 8 "Oy that might h. here be 


| (2 Ws 
| ob white you ptckch; in the Example you {+ 
them, 'by your own Life and Converſation: 
When you do not only preach''Salvation, but 
 ſhew them the Way to it by your own Fra. 
| tice: and Demeaiour? But, 
2. ] A ſecond general Thave to charge dy 
dn pou, That if it ſhall pleaſe God to make 
you the Head of u Family, you be watchful 
6 an Things relating to the Government of 
f It is mentioned as one Ingredient (and 1 


Goſpel-Miniſter, that He he one that raleth 


Hy to rule his own Houſe, hi Pall he take 
Cate of the Church of Got ? 1 Tim. iii. 4, 5. 
If He do not acquit himſelf: in the leſſer, how 
will he do it in the greater? 1 need not tell 

Fou how the good or bad ordeting of a Fa- 
milly will have an Influence into your Repu- 
tation and Miniſtry. Herein then be alſo 

Watchful in all Things. Let it be as little as 
may be in the power ef falſe and faithle6 

Serxrvants to aſperſe, af injure you, cither 
Wuhilſt they live with you,. or When they go 
from under your Roof. See that you and yout | 
Houſe do ferve the Lord. For a Man to 
appear asan Angel in the Palpir, but to prac- 
tiſe groſs Wickedneſſes in his Family, what a 
1 Reproach will it bring, and what an Taj 
will it prove to his Minifirdtiohs Be carefu 
then to walk with God in your own 2 


tug: 


— ä 


4 «i Fo. 
hagrto, 1 Mall mention but two or 
three 

1. Be a Pattern of Meckneſs one” 0 | 
which will be a great means of keeping Peace 
in your Houſe. When we fo. wiſely behave, 
s to have the love of the Family, they in re- 
; turn will de afraid of doing any thing to of- 
f fend and grieve us. Gain every one's Reverefice 
a 
a 
h 


more from Love and that Meckneſs of Wiſ⸗ 

dom they diſcern. in you, than from a magi· 
| ſerial Air and Authority. 
2. Set a Pattern of Serious Gadlineſs in 
„our Houſe. How can we be in earneſt in pro- 
noting the ſpiritual Welfare of others, if We 


have no Concern for the Salvation of thoſe 


word, 5 
3. Kassen 72 to diſ matters: in your | 


 wſerv/d in your Managements. When every 


their Times, it will mightily tend to keep all 
| Things ſmooth and eaſy. And what a Beau - 


ſent no need I ſhould) enlarge upon theſe 
: Things. I come therefore, 


gain repeat the Words of the Apoſtle, Hatch - 
thou in all Things, and as He ſays in the ſama +- 
wen Aale . * of _ 1e Ua. | 


| that Nature: has pace dentelt to wad. dams 2 1 


Family, as 2hat good Order and Method bs 5 
one ſhall know their Work, their Place and 


[ty this will put upon a Family, every one muſt 
be ſenſible. But I cannot (as there is at pre- 


(3.1 To what does more impgdiazcly! re- . . 92 
ſpect your prublick. Miniſtry. And here Imuſt 


5 to that good ſtock of Knowledge you have 
be able to teach your People Religion, but 


that would devour them. Give therefore 


He that would approve himſelf a " Workinay 


Head Knowledge is neceſſary, and when ac: 


der this Head 1 ſhall Fug a few Things, the 

; doing of which will be enough to one why 
s ſo capable, and I truſt inclin'd' to make 4 
Rue: Application of them. 
I. Improve all the Means and Opportini 
$ gur of Study that are conſiſtent with your 
Health and other parts of your Work. Whilſt 
you have Time and Strength, be adding fil Rill 


FS ob am, we om mw A OA 


, 


alrcady attain d. Do not think it enough to 


| 


that you alſo be capable and ready to defend 
it. We muſt not only feed Chriſt's Sheep, 
but preſerve them from thoſe Beaſts" of Prey 


1 


Attendance to Reading, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 


that need not be aſham'd, muſt read, and fiu- 
_ dy, and pray, that He may be able to acquit 
himſelf rightly in all Things. Not that you 
are to confine your ſelf wholly to your Stu- 
dy, but muſt remember that now you wil 
have much Work to do beſides. 
2. Endeavour to lay up a good Stock U; 
ſpiritual Experience as well as Knowledge, 


companied with that of the Heart, it makez 
A2 Man doubly uſeful. Experience of the Ways: 
of God's dealing with Souls, will beget in you 

a ſympathizing Tenderneſs, that will both in- 
gratiate you with thoſe who ſhall crave you! 
Help, and alſo direct you in a proper Col 
Auct ee chem. He chat bath been _ 


5} . * FJ 
# , 1 : 


4 
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3 . 
der ſpiritual Exerciſes himſelf, is like a skilful 
Surgcon, Who having had his own Limb bro- 
ken, knows how to pity, as well as to cure 
thoſe in the like Circumſtance: ſuch a one 
may well be ſuppos'd to carry it with more 
| Compaſſion' and Patience, than he that is 
wholly a Stranger to ſuch Exercifes, -altho' in 
point of ſpeculative Knowledge he be like Ni- 
o WM codemus 4 Maſter in Iſrael, John iii. ro 
oz. Labour to recommend your ſelf to your 
People in that Qualification of a Miniſter, 
which is intended by the Apoſtle's Expreſſion 
„o 7:mothy of an aptneſs to teach, 1 Tim. iii. 

2. This is another Ingredient that ought to go 
into the Character of a Miniſter. Our Saviour 
intimates the ſame, when he tells us, That 2 
Scribe inſtructed unto the Kingdom of Heaven, 
is like a Man that is an Houſeholder, which 
| bringeth out of his Treaſure things new and 
| 0/4, Matth. xiii. 52. As he hath a Treaſure 
of found Knowledge within him, - ſo he ſhould 
know how to produce or bring it out, as Oc: 
caſion ſhall require. This Aptitude to teach is an 
excellent Gift of God to be thankfully acknow- 
ledg d and improv'd where it is granted. It lies ia 
Readineſs and Facility of explaining Things to 
People's Capacities, of ſetting them in a clean 
Light, and recommending them according to 
their Nature and Importance. This will make you 
excceding helpful to others, and therefore the 
more you have of it, the more capable will 
Jou be to anſwer the Deſigns of your Office. 
4. When you preach the Word dont ſpend. 
your Time in entertaining People with Notious 

3370777 V 
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an Hadi mal Mut l few Things th 
doing of which will be enough to one who 


2585 105 Health and other parts of your Work. Whilt 


alxeady attain d. Do not think it enough to 


8 that would devour them. Give / therefore 
Attendance to Reading, as the Apoſtle ſpcak;, 


that need not be afham'd, muſt read, and. ftu- 
dp, and pray, that He may be able to acquit 
haimſelf rightly in all Things. Not that yoi 
re to confine your ſelf wholly to your Sti- 
dy, but muſt remember that now you ol 
„ have much Work to do beſides. 
222. Endeavour to lay up a good Stock F 


Head Knowledge is neceſſary, and when ae. 
companied with that of the Heart, it make 
2 Nan doubly uſeful. Experience of the Waßs 

of God's dealing with Souls, will beget in you 

3 ſympathizing Tenderneſs, that will both in. 
_ gratiate you with thoſe who ſhall crave yon 


. 25 towards ON... He that hath been un 


tn) 


zs ſo capable, and I truſt inelin d to make a 

Cars. tp Application of them. 
I] Improve all the Means and Opportun. 
ties of Study that are conſiſtent with yout 


you have Time and Strength, be adding fil 
to that good ſtock of Knowledge you have 


be able to teach your People Religion, but 
= you alſo be capable and ready to defend 

it. We muſt not only feed Chriſt's. Sheep, 

5 5 hin preſerve them from thoſe Beaſts of Prey 


He that would approve himſelf a Workman, 


VB VB. Cc =) = 1 


ſpiritual Experience as well as Knowledge 


2 nj 2 & 0 28 


Fi Help, and alſo direct you in a proper Con. 
I 
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der 1 Exerciſes himſelf is like a skilful 
Surgeon, who having had his own Limb bro- 

ken, knows how to pity, as well as to cure 
| thoſe in the like Circumſtance : ſuch a one 
may well be ſuppos'd to carry it with more 
Compaſſion and Patience, than he that is 
wholly a Stranger to ſuch Exerciſes, altho in 


— 7 a Maſter in Iſrael, John iii. 10. 
3. Labour to recommend your ſelf to your 
People in that Qualification of a Miniſter, 
which is. intended by the Apoftle's Expreſſion 

to Timothy of an aptneſs to teach, 1 Tim. iii. 


into the Character of a Miniſter. Our Saviour 
. intimates the ſame, when he tells us, That a 


point of ſpeculative Knowledge he be like Ni- 1 


2. This is another Ingredient that ought to go 


CLrribe inſtructed unto the Kingdom o of Heaven, el : 
„lite a Man that is an Houſeholder, which 


erh out of PLS. Treaſure things new and 
ald, Matth. xiii. 52. As he hath a Treaſure 


now how to produce or bring it out, as Oc- | 
caſion ſhall require. This Aptitude to teach is an 
excellent Gift of God to be thankfully acknowWw- 
ledg d and improv d where it is granted. It lies in a 
KReadineſs and Facility of explaining Things to 
People's Capacities, of ſetting them in a clear 
Light, and recommending them according to 
their Nature and Importance. This will make vou 
excceding helpful to others, and therefore the 
more you have of it, the more capable will N 
you be to anſwer the Deſigns'of your Office. 
4. When you preach the Word dont ſpend Ho 
our. . in r Trop with Not otions 


* 


of ſound Knowledge within him, ſo he ſhould 


44 
_ too high for them, and which have no Con: 
nection with their Salvation. Do not feed them 
with needleſs or unprofitable Matters, but en- 
deayour to enrich their Minds with ſound and 
ſaving Doctrines, with ſuch Truths as if be- 
lieved and practis d will make them wiſe to 
Salvation. Do not perplex their Heads with 
8 Controverſies they never heard of. Indeed 
when any receiv'd and neceſſary Truths ſhall 
come to be invaded by crafty and potent Ene- 
mies, we ought to regard ourſelves as ſet by 
our Office in defence of the Goſpel. Such 
invaded Truths become then the Controyer- | 

: 17 of the Day, and by how much they are 
impugn'd and run down, by ſo much the more 


at proper Seaſons and in a proper Manner 


ſhould we preach them up, maintain and 
defend them, warning our People of, and 


„ guarding them againſt the danger of the con- 
trary Etrors, and contend; earneſtly for the 
Faith once deliver d to the Saints. But when 


the Caſe is otherwiſe, tis needleſs and un- 
profitable to puzzle People's Heads about erro- 


ancous Notions, that have deen wen Anee ow 

SP ured and explode. 

V. Endeavour to male F 6 . Chriſt lee 0- 
verning Subject of all oe iſcourſe 2 Hae 


in follow the Example of the Apoſtle St. Paul, 
e in a comparative Senſe determin d to know 


nuaothing ſave Feſus Chriſt and him crucified: 
All our Diſeourſes ſhould be built upon him as 
the Foundation, and reſolyed into him as their 
1 ere Center. Preach him as | the 7 je 
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chaſer of our Redemption, and as that glorious 
vital Head that communicates Life to all his 
real Members; who, as by his Obedience and 
Bufferings He hath merited eternal Redemp- 
tion for us; ſo by the Operations of his bleſ- 
| ſed Spirit doth effectually apply the Benefit 
of them to us. The Doctrine of the free Grace 
of God in Jeſus Chriſt, the Covenant of R- 
demption between the Father and Son A 
cerning the Ele& ; the Mediation of Chriſt as 
executed in his threefold Office of a Prophet, 
Prieſt, and King, and the glorious Perfections 
of his Perſon as God and Man to accompliſn 
what he undertook ; the Righteouſneſs of 
| Chriſt accounted or imputed to us, and re- 
_ ceived by Faith alone, as that by which we 
obtain Peace with God, and are entitled to 
eternal Life and Happineſs ; the Honour, Of. 
fices and Operations of the Perſon of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; His Miſſion into the Hearts of 
| God's People as the Purchaſe of Chriſt, the _ 
neceſſity of his Operations in the Work mm 
Regeneration and Sanctification, and our 3 
3 — dependance upon Chriſt as the Lord our 
Strength as well as Righteouſneſs to begin, 
carry on, and perfect in us all the Concerns 
of the Chriſtian Life in a way of Faith and 
Holy Obedience, till we be made made meet 
for the heavenly Happineſs ; and the Diſplays 
of that Happineſs, in all its Antecedents and 
Concomitants, according to the Accounts we 
have of it in the Scriptures, are, I humbly 
__ the Proper Subjects of the Goſpel Mi. 
eie ot niſtry, 


Prudence. Wiſdom is requit d in Miniſter 


to every one their Portion in due Scaſon, 


$4 do their Spiritual Comfort and Happineſs. Ex- 


1 : ritan Woman, a. grievous. Sinner, how. He 
oY inſinuated and wound himſelf into her Af. 


e's 


FN 76 * ; 
niſtry, and ſhould be mainly and chiefly i in- 
ſiſted upon by us in our Diſcourſes; and eſ. 
pecially in theſe Times, when ſo many ate 
ſetting up for meer natural Religion,and would, 
If it were poſlible, baniſh all reveal d Religion, 
_ . (which contains, in it the only way of Salye- 
5 tion) out of the World. But to go on. 
6. Shew your ſelf a Perſon whom. God 
bath endow'd.with a good flock of ſpiritual 


as much as in any others whatſoever. He 
that winneth Souls is wiſe, Prov. xi, 13. 
He is repreſented to be a wiſe as well a 
faithful Steward, that knows how to give 


Luke xii. 42. It requires Prudence to a@ 
_ ſuitably to, every. Caſe ; to know what, and 
| when, and in what methods to apply to the 
nice and rickliſh Tempers of Men, and to con- 
duct all Things in ſuch manner as ſhall tend 


perience and Seripture- Example may con- 
vince us of this. L have often thought by what 
- at admirable Turn of Wiſdom our Saviour 
8 gain d Entrance into the Heart of the Sams. 


0 
\ 
t 
c 
} 
r 
f 
\ 


fections, convincing her of her Sin, and win- 
ning her Heart at the ſame time. The Hi: 
ſtory is worthy our reading. and conſidering: 
| You have it in John iv. almoſt throughout the 
Whole Chapter. Herein no doubt he hath 
4 een us an > Example, | | 1 might, mention to this 


IM 18 
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purpoſe the holy Skill, and dexttous Contri- | 
vance of Nathan the Prophet in dealing with 
David the King by uttering a Parable con- 


unawares into a juſt Condemnation of him- 
ſelf, and made the - Inſtrument of his own 
Conviction; ſee: 2 Sam. xii. at the Beginning. 
But next to Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, we have not a 
more illuſtrious Inſtance of this ſpiritual Wi 
dom than in the Perſon of the Apoſtle Paul, 
who gives us this Account of his Conduct 
and Management: That he was made al! 
T hing s to all Men, (that is, in things indif- 


to all Perſons) that He might win ſome, 
1 Cor. ix. 22. Several He caught with Guile, 


. conſidering in ſome their natural Temper, in 
d Wl others the State of their Condition in the 


| cerning the Ewe-Lamb, whereby he was led ; 


r= not ſinful, He accommodated Himſelf : 


2 Cor. xij,16, No let us imitate as much 
e as may be this holy Wiſdom and Prudence, 


„World, in all the Nature of their Tempta- 5 


1- tions, and in our Behaviour towards them, 


carrying it with all thoſe. pure and innocent 
Methods of Addreſs, that are proper to inſi- 


„ nuate into their Affections, to gain their 
ic Hearts, and render our Endeavours for the la. 
. ning of their Souls effectual. But. 
7. Exerciſe an indefatigable Bie in „ 


ſaving of immortal Souls is a matter of ſuch 


for it we ſhould grudge no Pains, and let ſlip 


no Orpottunitf, e we might attan 
| 0, 


* DE. 
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the diſcharge of. your Function. Indecd tha 


importance and ſo deſirable, that in labouring 0 1 


rebuke, exhort with all Long-Suffering a 
Doctrine, 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. This I take to be 


0627805 

our End. — you ſhould gladly 0 and 
ſpent, 2 Cor. xii. 13. When the Apoſtle 
is preſſing u 0 upon his Son Timothy, 
ablerve with t Authority he ſpeaks, and 
the weight there is in every Word: I charge 
tee before God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who ſball judge the quick and-the dead at his 
appearing and his Kingdom, preach the Word, 
be inſtant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon, 'reprove, 
and 


meant by what the Apoſtle ſubjoins in the 


1 Text, of doing the Work of an Evangelid, 


Bur I muſt haſten : 


8. Shew your ff s Pattorn of Self denial. 
EA, | There: is nothing in this reſpect but you 
__ ſhould inure yourſelf to the Practice of. This 
: is the firſt Leſſon that even every private Be- 
; ginner, every Babe in Chriſt is directed to 
learn. If without this we can't be admitted 


as Chriſt's Diſciples, much leſs are we worth) 


; to be admitted as his Miniſters. We muſt 


be ready to deny ourſelves in all our World- 
+F Intereſts, in our Enjoyments, in our Repu- 
tation, in our Eaſe, to endure Afffictions, as 


_ it. follows in the Text, and be content to ſuf- 


fer the loſs of all things rather than prove 
unfaithful to our great Lord and Maſter. But 


d in an Inſtances, ſo there are three more 
| eſpecially, wherein I would exhort you to be 
f conſpicuous z namely, that you would deny 


yourſelf in the love of filthy. Licre, the love 


5 1 Var OT ae in giving we to ee Ne, 
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Reſentment: Dns if theſe ſhall be found 


trimental they will be to the Succeſs of your 
Miniſtry. But bleſſed be God, you are a Pat- 
tern and Inſtance of the firſt of theſe (I hope 
you will be of the reſt) ſeeing that tho by 7 
pour Learning and Diligence you have attain d 
to a Capacity of purſuing greater Advantages 
| another way, and by which ſeveral of our own 


| have very much advanc'd themſelyes; yet 
not withſtanding this, and in ſuch a day as this, 
when the Miniſtry is render d and become 
of People, you have offer'd your ſelf to the 
way different from the legal Eſtabliſhment, 
conviction of Judgment and the conſtraints 
gagements of Love you find in yourſelf ro your 
lieve, that what 1 have to add in the next ö 


place will be regarded by you. And this is, 


for your" impartial Fanthfulneſs in the diſ- 


and beſt Intereſts, as one that' muſt” render an 


* awful Words STO We the Lord 7 


to govern you, I need not tell you how de- | 


knowledge (once deſign d for the Miniſtry) 


contemptible in the Eyes of almoſt all ſorts 
Setvice of God's Houſe; and that too in a | 
being induc'd not by Pique and Humour, but 

of Conſcience. All this, I hope, is from thoſeEn- = 

Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, and the precious | | 
Souls of Men. This gives nie ground toes = 
9. That you render your ſelf - conſpicuous -— 
charge of your Duty. Watch that you may Z | I 


de fairhful in all things Deceive no Mn, 
flatter ao Man, but be true to theit greateſt 


Account: Ever beating in Remembrance 


Varning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the: Wicked 


5 Kc. C 


2709 things J have had in my Thoughts to recom- 
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the Prophet Ezekiel ii. 17. and wick 
Son of Man, I have made thee a Watchman 
unto. the Houſe f Iſrael: Therefore hear the 
5 Mord at my Mou h, and give them wary. 


3 


from me. When I ſay unto the Wicked, | 


thou ſhalt ſurely die, and thou giveſt him not 

from his wicked way, to ſave his Life, the 
ſame wicked Man ſhall die in his Iniquity, 
but his B ood will 1 1 at rhe” 2 
Theſe, my Aube are te: of: thoſk 


mend to your Study and Care, conſider'd in 


your private perſonal Capacity, or in relation to 


2 Family, or in relation to that Chriſtian So- 
dCiety, over which God hath. this _ made 


„ you the Guide and Paſtor. h 
After all this, I muſt till crave yours a 


the Auditory's Patience, whilſt I add a Word 


or two of Advice in relation to your Con- 


duct, not only to your People, but all o- 
| thers wWhatſoever that you may converſe or 
| be concern d with. And tge 


IIe, Is this, Watch againſt the Sourneſs of 
9 Melancholy. A Minificr ſhould guard againſt 

| this, as well as the other Extreme of frothy 

_ © Mirth and fooliſn Levity. I confeſs, it is hard 

to obſerve the due Medium, and therefore the | 
greater need of Watchfulneſs. It may be 
E more difficult to ſome than others, according 


as by natural Conſtitution and Temper they 
may be bent and Inclined. But we mult 


id 


guerre. 1 


now 


K 


know Waters and make it our Care to 


; guard againſt that Extreme to which we ate 

: WH moſt liable. A chearful Spirit hath great Ad. 
G vantage on the one hand, in more Reſpects 
„chan the Time allows me to mention, and a 
t deſponding Melancholy hath as great Incon- 
1 W veniency, if not more, on the other and 
e therefore to be heedfully reſiſted and watch d 
5 againſt. But tho' I caution you againſt this, 
4 it is by no means to cabonrage you in any 


thing that is foppiſh or vain. 'We are the 
© MW Salt of the Earth, Chriſt expects that the World 


„ be ſeaſoned with our Converſation/ not cor- 
n rapids * 0 thing Pay ice or age . 
0 us. = 
)- 2dh, Bet picce of Advice is, ; That you ; 


e exerciſe a true Chriſtian Charity, 1. To all 
Mankind, ſo as to do all the Good you ie 
d to thoſe within gen reach, and as you have 
d an Opportunity. 2. To all your Fellow- 
Chriſtians, that is, to all that hold the Head; 


agreeing with you in the great Fundamentals 


I 95 
d Sentiments; 3 otherwiſe I know not What 


Ground there is for thoſe Exhortations to mu- 
tual Forbearance and Love which we frequently 
| meet with in the Goſpel, Yea, I muſt go 
further, and ſay, there is a Charity to be ex: 
wagen to hole that deny me Faith ; ;: O28 
| 1; Bas M . En 2 


of Religion, tho in leſſer Matters they may 

differ from you. A real Affection may and 
| ought to be maintained towards all, that bear 
the Image of Chriſt, tho in ſome things of 
leſs moment we ſhould not be of the fame 


1 


he WON 10 32 * 
Bol of the Croſꝭ of Chriſt as well as to 
| thoſe that are Enemies to our Perſons. Not 
ſuch a Charity as {hall ſooth and lull Men 
| aſleep in the greateſt Errors, a Charity allow. 
ing no Danger to Men's Opinions, upon a ſup- 

poſition as uncertain as the Hearts of Men are 

deceitful, which is, that they be honeſt in their 


Inquiries; of which ſort of Charity I muſt 


frankly own I have no Notion,” unlets it be 

that of Hatred to the Souls of Men. But 

ſuch a Charity as conſiſts in pitying them, 
praying for them, remonſtrating againſt their 
Errors, uſing Endeavours to convince them, 


and by Argument attended with a Spirit of 


Mleekneſs, to recover them to Repentance and 
an Acknowledgment of the Truth. But by 
no Methods of Violence, which have made 


ga world of Hypocrites, but not one real Pro- 


ſelyte, there being in their Nature nothing 
that tends to work « Convidtion, but ſte the 


Pe terekte. An t . 


Ian drawing to * Cloſe, and therefore 
add, . | 
2 2 e by a WR Freedom, 4 
. Conrteonſneſs and Affability, to recommend 


Yourſelf to the Eſteem and Good Opinion of © 


all Men. But then take heed” not to flattcr 
any Man through Complaiſance. Let no 
_ worldly Advantage (and indeed you have no 
Proſpect of a vaſt deal) ever bribe your Con- 
teience. Encourage none either to deſert 
_- © their Principles, or commit an Ertor in Prac- 
5 tice Tor: the ſake of TON or Intereſt 
ee | Let 
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peil Sha tony wal have Yo, ** WM. rn 
what you ſhould ; and ftraining your own _ 
Principles to gratify their Worldlineſs, Am- 


bition and Vice; who after you have. thus 
ſerved their Turn, tis likely, will turn their 
back upon you and n n and leave 
ru. 3. : 
No to e Phet are he "Things Ti 
1 exhort you to, as being, what I apprehend, 


of no ſmall Concern in the Succeſs of your 5 
Miniſtry. In all theſe Particulars eticrefore, Eo 


ce that you be watchful. 


I ſhould here back the Charge hy Advices 
| have given, with proper Motives. = on. 4 
name a few; and need do no more to one, 


that is ſo capable as you are of improving them 
in your private Meditations. To engage e 
Regards to what I have aid, 


I might put you in mind of the. Truſt, 0 
which God hath this day repoſed in you. 


And that as a Steward you ought to be faith g 
ful. 75 

1 might 5 you * the ftrit aromas Ty 
you are to give to your Lord. And that if 


any periſh through your wilful Negligence "oY 
and Unfauhfulneſs, od will wequire. it at your 1g 


Hands. 


| and Promiſes you have made this day to God, 


I might winked: you alſo of thoſe — 855 3 


before all theſe Witneſſes, and which Sou . 7 
will do well often to revolve and reflect . 
ff ß, TT 


ks 


- (44) 

Fr winks ſet before you the ſweet: and 1% 
fa Encouragements, which your Maſtcr hath 
Sven) to all that prove faithful to him. 


I might alſo diſplay the Glory of the Res 


9 ward, which ſhall be conferr'd: on thoſe, that 


hold out to the End, with many other Con- 


ſſderations; which, becauſe J have taken up ſo 
much of the Time already, I muſt not ſo 


: much as mention, but content myſelf i in pray. 
> ing only. and beſeeching you as a Brother, 


: and (if I thought myſelf old enough) in char. 


ging you as a Father, as you will anſwer it to 
| God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the Day of 
Judgment, that you be watchful in all things, 
and that yougive full Proof of your Mimijiry 
Il make an End with an Obſervation or two, 


to you my Brethren, who have aocepted this 
95 worthy Perſon for your Miniſter. _ 


I, It may be obſervd from what has been | 
, done this day in your preſence, and: what has 
paſs d before; that we do not raſbly ſend Men 

into the Miniſtry, but require them to have 
due and competent Qualifications for the Work, 


1 05 and that they be Perſons of ſober Life. It 


- — the 5 « — 
8 2 BCE RO EI —_— __ — r ä — — — — * n a 
7 TOs” r a 2. FP "F R — — A — : , P o Y _ P I We [3 = 5 8 : Bs . * 5 a - 8 ay 7 
: ” . Y 1 bs - 4: < « þ 
. : o : 2 . % ci a 


there be any Blemiſhes among us, we lament 
them, and wiſh a Remedy could be found a- 
gainſt them. lt is a great Calumny therefore, 


when People ſhall repreſent our Miniſters as 


ignorant Laymen, and of vile Character. 
_ - 2aly, You may obſerve from what has been 


T6 done, how awful and folemn a Thing it is for 
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infer from Hager, your Duty to this your '£ 


E Miniſter. Weh is certainly to honour and 


infor his Work ſake. To do 


lies to make his Living among 7 


you te, eaſy and comfortable, — 
to do nothing whilſt He is faithfully diſ- 


charging his Duty, that ſhall grieve his Spi- 


nit, or hinder him in his Work. And fr. 
nally, to make it your chief Care to remem- 
ber and obſerve the Errands, which from Time 
to Time He ſhall bring you from the great 
God. To believe thoſe Truths, which ſhall 
be deliver'd by him, and practiſe thoſe Deas .\ 7 
which God by him ſhall require of you. That 
you be not forgetful Hearers, but Doers of = 
the Work, and bleſſed in your Deeds. That | 
you may obtain Salvation, and be the —_— 
your Miniſter, and his Crown of rejoicing =. 


the Day of the Lord Jeſus. That this may 
be the final Iſſue of all, the Lord in his infi- 
nite Mercy give a gracious Anſwer to the 
Prayers, that we have, and are going further 
to re * wie: you and "or ou 5 
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